
�

Rev. Marlon Pates, Pastor�

mpates@dioceseofgreensburg.org�

�

Rev. Arnel Patayon Tadeo�

Shared Parochial Vicar�

atadeo@dioceseofgreensburg.org�

�

Monday, Wednesday, Friday����8:00 am�

Saturday������������������������������6:00 pm�

Sunday��������������8:00 am & 11:30 am�
�

Confessions: During Adoration�

Adoration:  Friday 4:30�6:00 pm�

�

Tuesday & Thursday������������8:00 am�

Saturday:�����������������������������4:00 pm�

Sunday����������������������������������9:30 am�
�

Confessions:  Saturday 3:00�3:30 pm�

Adoration:  Wednesday 4:30�6:00 pm�

�

Office Hours:  Monday through 

Friday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm�

�

Bulletin Articles:  The deadline�

for placing articles in the bulletin�

is Monday at Noon.�

�

New Parishioners, Welcome!�

Please register as soon as possible.  �

�

Communion to the Homebound is 

provided on a regular basis.  Call the 

Parish Office to be added to our list.�

�

Sacrament of Baptism:  By 

appointment.  Prior to your baby’s 

Baptism, you must be a registered, 

practicing member of this parish.�

�

Sacrament of Marriage:  Requires 

parish membership by at least one of 

the parties for six months prior to 

making arrangements for marriage.  

Weddings should be scheduled�

one year in advance.�

�

Prayer Chain:  To request prayer , 

please call Patty 724�245�9746�

or Valeria 724�583�9460�

January 15, 2023�

�

R O M A N  C A T H O L I C  P A R I S H �

�

101 West Church Avenue�

Masontown, Pennsylvania  15461�

Phone:  724�583�7866�

Website:  www.sfoafayette.org�

email:  sfoafayette@dioceseofgreensburg.org�

�

A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg�

A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust�

Saint Francis of Assisi�

of Western Fayette County�



�

� Based on our Liturgical Calendar we are now in Ordinary Time, a season 

outside of any special liturgical celebrations such as Advent, Christmas, Lent or 

Easter. During this time, the readings are generally of an instructional nature. 

Hence, it is necessary for us to listen with our hearts as well as with our ears. In our 

readings today, God is calling each of us to be of service to His Plan of Salvation. 

All are called to participate.�

�

� In the First Reading, from the Prophet Isaiah, we hear how the Lord called 

upon the Prophet Isaiah to be His servant in preaching to the people of Israel and 

Judah toward the end of the 6th century BC. This was a time of sadness and despair after the Babylonian Exile 

ended and the people returned to the area around Jerusalem and found little of what they had left behind. In 

this message, God promises to "make you (the people of Israel) a light to the nations." This “light” was, and is, 

the Christ Child whose birth we have just celebrated. So, this reading reminded us also, that we, the people of 

God can carry out His will because God is our strength. Furthermore, we are also reminded that our mission is 

to be an instrument of God’s saving grace to the ends of the earth.�

�

� The Responsorial Psalm is based on a teaching from the First Book of Samuel (1 Samuel 15:22�23). 

The refrain comes from the Letter to the Hebrews both referring to obedience to the will of God as being 

superior to all forms of exterior worship. We must keep in mind that our worship of God must be in harmony 

with His will, not our own will.�

�

� In the Second Reading, from the of Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians, Paul reminds the 

community at Corinth that it is by God’s will that he is carrying on the mission of Jesus, and each of us could 

say the same for we are all called, in our own state of life, to tend to the perfection of love and to reach out 

with this love to others. Indeed, all of us are called to be servants of God through Jesus Christ in bringing all 

mankind back to the Father � the ultimate goal of the Father's Plan.�

�

In the Gospel Reading, from the Gospel of Saint John, we hear John the Baptist explaining why he is 

preaching: He is being obedient to the One who sent him to preach and baptize as a way of "making straight" 

or clearing a path that leads to Jesus Christ. By doing so, John the Baptist becomes the first witness to the 

divinity of Christ. Furthermore, today’s gospel invites us to understand that the lives we live have a part to 

play in God’s plan for the world. It is a part of God’s plan for us to make a better world. So, finding the way 

that we can make use of our time, knowledge and skills for the God’s plan will give meaning to our lives. 

Indeed, when we choose to use our talents and opportunities as a part of God’s plan, we find a deeper meaning 

for living. God is able to use our simple actions for His own good purpose. That is something worth living for. 

That is always enough, because there is no greater joy than being able to participate in God’s plan to love and 

save the world.�

�

Fr. Arnel’s Reflections � Second Sunday in Ordinary Time�

Is 49:3, 5�6; 1 Cor 1:1�3; Jn 1:29�34 �

�

OUR PARISH MISSION STATEMENT�

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish is a Eucharistically�centered faith community whose life is formed by our baptismal�

commitment to Christ; is nourished by Scripture, Church teachings and the Sacraments; and is supported by�

membership in the worldwide church around us.  It is a community made up of the former faith communities of�

All Saints, Holy Rosary, Madonna, Saint Mary, Saint Procopius and Saint Thomas.  There is a long and rich history here�

where all are welcome, trust is present, risks for the kingdom of God are taken and the gifts of everyone are called forth.�

Under the patronage of Saint Francis of Assisi, we strive to be an instrument of peace and all that God calls us to be.�

�

Father Arnel will be on vacation to the Philippines from January 13 to February 14.  We wish him a safe and�

happy trip!  During his absence, Confessions in Masontown will take place on Saturdays � 5:30 to 6:00 pm.�



� � �

�

On Monday, January 16, we celebrate the�

birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.�

Dr. King helped millions of Americans turn�

against racism and violence and challenged us:�

“Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom by�

drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred.�

Again and again we must rise to the majestic heights�

of meeting physical force with soul force.”�

Live the dream … not just in words but in action.�

The Parish Office will be closed on Monday.�

�

Tuesday is the Feast of St. Anthony, Abbot.�

Born in upper Egypt, he was a hermit�

and an early founder of religious life.�

He is called the Patriarch of Monks.�

�

Friday is the Feast of Saints Fabian & Sebastian�

Fabian was a layman elected bishop of Rome in 236;�

an “incomparable man, the glory of whose death�

corresponded with the holiness of his life.”�
�

Sebastian was chief of the Praetor ian cohor t whose�

acta tell of his being pierced by arrows, later being 

clubbed to death.  He is patron of archers,�

soldiers and police associations.�

�

Saturday is the Feast of Saint Agnes�

According to legend, Agnes was very beautiful.�

When she refused a marriage proposal from a pagan,�

the young man reported to the emperor that she was�

a Christian and she was martyred at age 13.�

The name Agnes means pure in Greek and sounds like 

the Latin word agnus, which means lamb.  Each year�

on this day, two lambs from a special flock are blessed in 

the Roman Church that bears her name.  At Eastertime, 

the soft wool from these lambs is sheared and made�

into vestments for bishops of the Church.�

�

�

The Practice of Stewardship�

Today’s responsorial psalm is the theme song of the good 

steward:  “Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.”  

May I, too, stand ready to offer myself and my gifts�

in the service of God.  See Psalm 40�

�

2022 Contribution Statements will be printed upon 

request.  If you need a copy of your 2022 contributions 

for income tax purposes, please call or email the�

Parish Office and your statement will be mailed to you.�

724�583�7866 / sfoafayette@dioceseofgreensburg.org�

Thank you for your generous support of our parish.�

�

Our Lord does not care so much for the�

importance of our works as for the love with�

which they are done.  � St. Teresa of Avila�

�

�

�

January 8:  $7,006; loose $481; monthly $1,740;�

children $7; online $242; initial $686; total $10,162 �
�

Your support is vital to the life of our parish!�

�

Sacred Steps at Saint Francis of Assisi�Our Strategic Goal�

� As a Church, we now move into Ordinary Time.  

“Ordinary” comes from the Latin root for “order,” which 

is why we line the Sundays up on the calendar and count 

them � with “ordinal” numbers � one by one.  The orderly 

way we proceed through the liturgical year reminds us 

that our faith offers a strategic goal for our lives:  eternal 

happiness with God, who is love.�

� Today’s readings share stories of believers who 

order their daily activities toward the goal of sharing 

God’s love.  Isaiah embraces his role as God’s servant 

and works to bring glory not only to Israel, but to the en-

tire world.  In a similar way, Saint Paul identifies himself 

as Christ’s witness in the world and reminds the Corin-

thians of their life goal:  “to be holy.”  The Gospel shows 

us John the Baptist, servant and witness, attentive to 

God’s loving orders, the divine plan for salvation.�

Retirement Reception for Carletta 

Fronczek following the 4:00 pm Mass 

Saturday, January 21, and the 9:30 am�

Mass Sunday, January 22, at the social 

hall in Footedale.  All are welcome!�

The St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

family rejoices and welcomes�

Daisylyn Marie Dupont,�

daughter of Cole Joseph Dupont 

and Juliann Marie Watson,�

as the newest member of our faith 

community. She was baptized last 

Sunday, January 8, on the Feast�

of the Epiphany of our Lord.�

May God’s blessings be with you 

always as you begin your new�

life in Christ. Congratulations! �

Parish Sympathy is expressed to the family of�

† Josephine L. (Maust) Yash�

who was buried Friday, January 13.�

May God grant her eternal life and comfort�

her family.  May she rest in peace.�



�

Never Miss a Bulletin!  Sign up to have our  weekly�

bulletin emailed to you at www.parishesonline.com�

�

PRO�LIFE DAY OF PRAYER�

�

The St. Francis of Assisi Parish YOUTH MINISTRY 

invites you for A Pro�Life Day of Prayer for an end�

to abortion and a greater respect for all human life on 

Saturday, January 21, 2023, in Footedale worship 

site (528 Footedale Road, New Salem, PA 15468)�

�

8:30am � Holy Hour for Life�

9:30am � Rosary for Life�

10:00am � Pro�Life Mass�

(celebrant: Fr. Dan Carr)�

�

Refreshment follows at the Social Hall.�

�

Heartfelt gratitude to our�

Youth Ministry for initiating�

this Pro�life Day of Prayer.�

Memorial Candle Request�

Remember a deceased loved one or honor a loved one or 

a special occasion by sponsoring a memorial candle.  The 

candles will burn in their memory/honor for one week.  �

�

� _____ Sanctuary ($20)�

� _____ Blessed Mother ($10)�

� _____ Saint Joseph ($10)�

� _____ Sacred Heart ($10)�

� _____ Saint Anthony ($10)�

�

In memory/honor of ____________________________�

Requested by __________________________________�

Phone __________________________�

Date / Week of _________________________________�

�

Payment is due at the time of scheduling.  Please return 

the completed form with payment to the Parish Office.�

Christian Unity Week�

January 18�25�

Each year a special week is set aside 

so that Christians the world over may 

echo the prayer of Jesus to His Father:  

“that they all may be one, Father, that 

the world may believe.”  (John 17:21)�
�

� Through our common prayer, we experience our 

shared life in Christ and a common commitment to work 

for the unity that Christ wills.  Through prayer we learn 

that our common identity is stronger and more fundamen-

tal than all the historical circumstances and differences 

that divide us.  In recent years, the churches have made 

important steps toward understanding each other and have 

continued to work toward greater harmony, but prayer is 

still needed so that the body of Christ on earth can be 

strong and united.  During this special week, please pray 

for the unity of all Christian peoples.�

�

God of unity and peace, Your Son, Jesus, prayed that His 

followers might be one.  Make all Christians one with 

Him as He is one with You, so that in peace and concord, 

we may carry to the world the message of Your love, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.�

Volunteer Opportunity:  The Masontown Community 

Kitchen seeks individuals who are willing to help serve 

the community meals that are offered twice per month 

(second and fourth Tuesdays).  Hours of service are 4:00 

to 5:30 pm.  For information or to volunteer, please call 

Judy Julian at 1�304�680�3209.�



 �

 Saturday, January 14 �� Vigil:  2
nd

 Ordinary Sunday�

  4:00 pm�F (M)� Olesh & Budner Family (Family)�

  6:00 pm�M (M)� Helen Blasinsky (Stephen Ballant)�

�

 Sunday, January 15 �� 2
nd

 Sunday in Ordinary Time

  8:00 am�M (M)� Paul Verska (Bill & Elaine Hruska)�

  9:30 am�F (M)� Eleanor Sigwalt (Son, Raymond & Arlene)�

11:30 am�M (M)� Pro Populo�

 Monday, January 16 �� Weekday�

  8:00 am�M� Ellen Duffy (Thomas Hercik)�

�

 Tuesday, January 17 �� Saint Anthony, Abbot�

  8:00 pm�F� Joseph & Mildred Kozel (Dtr., Joanne)�

�

 Wednesday, January 18 �� Weekday�

  8:00 am�M� Don Beck (George Homa)�
  �

 Thursday, January 19 �� Weekday�

  8:00 am�F� Catherine Shimshock (John/Joann Pecsko)�

 �

 Friday, January 20 �� Saints Fabian & Sebastian�

   8:00 am�M� Irish Joy Pates (Dave & Vicki Berish)�

  4:30�6:00 pm� Adoration/Confessions in Masontown�

�

 Saturday, January 21 �� Vigil:  3
rd

 Ordinary Sunday�

  3�3:30 pm�F� Confessions�

  4:00 pm�F (M)� Pro Populo�
�

  5:30�6:00 pm�M� Confessions  �

  6:00 pm�M (M)� Mary Salek (Family)� �
   �

 Sunday, January 22 �� 3
rd

 Sunday in Ordinary Time

  8:00 am�M (M)� Marilyn & Robert Raho (William J. Raho)�

  9:30 am�F (M)� Agnes Frost (Carolyn Magerko)�

 11:30 am�M (M) � Wynona Gashie (Richard/Brenda Pekar)�

�

(M) Fr. Marlon / (A) Fr. Arnel�

Mass Readings for the Week Ahead  �
�

  Monday:� Heb 5:1�10; Mk 2:18�22�

  Tuesday:� Heb 6:10�20; Mk 2:23�28�

  Wednesday:� Heb 7:1�17; Mk 3:1�6�

  Thursday:� Heb 7:25�8:6; Mk 3:7�12�

  Friday:� Heb 8:6�13; Mk 3:13�19�

  Saturday:� Heb 9:2�13; Mk 3:20�21�

  Next Sunday:  Is 8:23�9:3; 1 Cor 1:10�17; Mt 4:12�23�

�

Memorial Candles burn this week in loving�

memory of or for the special intention of:�

�

† Sanctuary � Retirement and Birthday�

Blessings for Carletta Fronczek�

requested by Linda & Cheryl�
�

† Blessed Mother � Special Intention�

of Ann Salek�

requested by her sister, Rose�
�

† Saint Joseph � Andy Bacha�

requested by the Berdar Family�
�

† Saint Anthony � Health & Welfare�

of Vickie Berdine�

requested by Rose Gabeletto�

Question of the Week:  How can I be a better  witness�

to the truth, to what I see with eyes of faith?�

We call this period of the liturgical year “Ordinary Time” 

but this time after Christmas is not ordinary at all, for it�

is now that we learn about the first days of Jesus’ public 

life.  In today’s Gospel, John testifies that the Holy Spirit 

descended upon Jesus when John baptized him, meaning 

that the Holy Spirit joined in Christ’s entire mission.�
�

The Holy Spirit descended upon us in our own baptism as 

well.  May we be conscious of that divine presence as we 

join in Christ’s mission during our own ordinary time.�

The Gospel of John tells us that the Spirit came down 

and remained on Jesus.  The wording is no accident.�

At one point or another, each of us likely has had a�

powerful spiritual experience, a genuine “moment of 

connection” with the divine.  Without diminishing the 

beauty and significance of such experiences, a single 

“peak experience” does not a spiritual life make.�

It is the day�in, day�out commitment to practice one’s 

faith that will create a deeply rooted spirituality.�

The Holy Spirit not only descended on Jesus, it�

remained with Him.  The results were evident�

in Jesus’ life and can be in ours as well.�

If we look closely, we will be able 

to find God in the ordinary of our lives. 

�

Eucharistic Adoration�

Friday, January 20, in Masontown�
�

4:30�5:30 pm:  Exposition and Confession�

5:30�5:45 pm:  Chaplet of Divine Mercy�

5:45�6:00 pm:  Benediction�

“We are not some casual or meaningless product of�

evolution.  Each of us is the result of a thought of God.  

Each of us is willed, each of us is loved, each of us�

is necessary.”  � Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI�
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DEARTH FUNERAL HOMEDEARTH FUNERAL HOME

New Salem, PANew Salem, PA
Clark B. Dearth               Clark B. Dearth               Since 1900

Compliments of

Kathleen Packroni
Tax Collector

407 N. Main St. • Masontown

JONATHAN P. KRIZNER, D.D.S.
600 CHERRY TREE LN.
UNIONTOWN, PA 15401

Telephone (724) 438-0241
Office Hours By Appointment

The AreA’s OldesT MOnuMenT COMpAny
50 e. FAyeTTe sT., uniOnTOwn, pA 15401
438-5200, After 6:00 p.m. 439-1163

KOPEC INSURANCE AGENCY
Lud Kopec • Cristy Kopec-Frantz

 An Independent Agency Representing
 the Erie Insurance Group

211 S. Main St. • Masontown • (724) 583-2634

BERISH
AGENCY, INC.

David A. Berish, CIC
Samuel T. Berish AAI
Insurance - Real Estate

12 S. Main St. • Masontown
724-583-7767
Fax 724-583-7792

berishagency@atlanticbb.net

  Ben’s Auto Parts
For all your body shop supplies and mechanical needs!

107 River Avenue • Masontown, PA 15461
Phone:

724-583-8335
724-583-9656
1-800-446-8335

Fax:
724-583-7766

Email:
bensautopa
@gmail.com

SINCE
1976Jerry’s Catering Service

“Where Our Noodle is Always Al’Dente”
Kathleen Ward Hughes, Owner

16 Legion Street, Republic, PA 15475

724-246-8889 or 724-785-3036
Like us on Facebook

JOHN S. MAYKUTH JR.
FUNERAL HOME

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

724-583-8811

 1878 McClellandtown Rd
Masontown • 724-952-1040

FREE DELIVERY
Store Hours:

M-F 9-9 Sat-Sun 9-5

TRI-COUNTY HVAC

Call Terry or Tyler 724-785-7171 

Sales • Service
Installations

-FREE ESTIMATES-

John
M. Fabry 
CFSP, CPC,

Funeral Director

Custom
Monuments
& More

Robert T. Kish - Supervisor
1 Legion Street

Republic, PA 15475
O: 724.246.9466
F: 724.246.9467

John P. Duke - Supervisor
20 N. Mill St.

New Salem, PA 15468
O: 724.245.9261
F: 724.245.2909

john.fabry@verizon.net

compliments of

Terravecchia-HakyTerravecchia-Haky
home for funerals, inc.
Family Owned & OperatedFamily Owned & Operated

724-583-7777
www.terravecchiahakyfh.com • 515 N. Main Street • Masontown, PA 15461

Michael K. Sauritch
supervisor

John S. Terravecchia
owner/funeral director

& Beechwood Courts
147 LaFayette Manor Road
Uniontown,  PA 15401

724.430.4848

 Quality Inground &
 Above Ground Pools

1564 E. Roy Furman Hwy. • Carmichaels
724-966-2040

724-966-2477

 PATTERSON’S
 AUTOMOTIVE
 354 Ronco Rd. • Masontown
 724-322-2403
Complete automotive repair services.

Millers 
Home Health Care
214 S. Main St.
Masontown
724-208-2111

COMPLETE CARBURETOR & FUEL INJECTION SERVICE
COMPLETE BRAKE, EXHAUST & SUSPENSION SERVICE

724-439-3669
Route 40 East • Uniontown, PA 15401

EQ MUFFLER & AUTO CENTER

• Room for 600 guests allows for social distancing
• Situated on 60 picturesque acres
• Perfect for your event, big or small
400 Old Rt. 21 Rd • McClellandtown, PA 15458
Call for updates. 724-439-3111 www.lakesidevenues.com

Compliments Of
Dan

Shimshock

Fayette Heating &
Air Conditioning

2100 University Dr. • Uniontown
724-439-2323 • fayetteheatingac.com

J & J Mechanical
Residential Heating & Cooling

Your Local, Authorized Lennox Dealer

~ 724-583-2687 ~
201 North Main                   Mason Town

Ralph’s Garage Doors
Sales • Service • Installation

Doors & Parts • Electric Openers
 (724) 966-2879 Carmichaels

BRODAK BEER
724-583-2222

CARMICHAELS BEER
724-966-7777

Please Drink Responsibly.

Knights of Columbus #4261
Masontown, PA

Charity, Unity, Fraternity, Patriotism
New Members Welcome!   724-583-8210

CROSSKEYS
H u m a n  S e r v i c e s ,  I n c .
Serving the Elderly & Chronically Mentally Ill

785-6180

Contact me
Margery Pruitt

for your
MEDICARE INFORMATION

814-441-7157
Mpruitt1@humana.com
Humana.com/mpruitt1

141 Herb Hollow Rd
Farmington, PA 15437

NEW SALEM MINI MART
Fresh made Subs and Sandwiches

724-245-7335 • 88 West Main St., New Salem
www.newsalemminimart.com

Or you can visit our store at 301 North Main Street Masontown, PA 15461

Ready Mix Concrete & Supplies
313 State Route 166 - Masontown, PA 15461
724-583-8844 | www.PennPlusServices.com

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Sue Novosel

snovosel@4LPi.com 
 (800) 477-4574 x6318


