
�

Rev. Marlon Pates, Pastor�

mpates@dioceseofgreensburg.org�

�

Rev. Arnel Patayon Tadeo�

Shared Parochial Vicar�

atadeo@dioceseofgreensburg.org�

�

Monday, Wednesday, Friday����8:00 am�

Saturday������������������������������6:00 pm�

Sunday��������������8:00 am & 11:30 am�
�

Confessions: During Adoration�

Adoration:  Friday 4:30�6:00 pm�

�

Tuesday & Thursday������������8:00 am�

Saturday:�����������������������������4:00 pm�

Sunday����������������������������������9:30 am�
�

Confessions:  Saturday 3:00�3:30 pm�

Adoration:  Wednesday 4:30�6:00 pm�

�

Office Hours:  Monday through 

Friday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm�

�

Bulletin Articles:  The deadline�

for placing articles in the bulletin�

is Monday at Noon.�

�

New Parishioners, Welcome!�

Please register as soon as possible.  �

�

Communion to the Homebound is 

provided on a regular basis.  Call the 

Parish Office to be added to our list.�

�

Sacrament of Baptism:  By 

appointment.  Prior to your baby’s 

Baptism, you must be a registered, 

practicing member of this parish.�

�

Sacrament of Marriage:  Requires 

parish membership by at least one of 

the parties for six months prior to 

making arrangements for marriage.  

Weddings should be scheduled�

one year in advance.�

�

Prayer Chain:  To request prayer , 

please call Patty 724�245�9746�

or Valeria 724�583�9460�

� February 26, 2023�

�

R O M A N  C A T H O L I C  P A R I S H �

�

101 West Church Avenue�

Masontown, Pennsylvania  15461�

Phone:  724�583�7866�

Website:  www.sfoafayette.org�

email:  sfoafayette@dioceseofgreensburg.org�

�

A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg�

A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust�

Saint Francis of Assisi�

of Western Fayette County�

�

Adoration and Stations of the Cross�

† Wednesday, March 1, in Masontown�

Adoration 5:00 pm�

Stations of the Cross 6:00 pm�
�

† Friday, March 3, in Footedale�

Adoration 11:00 am�

 Stations of the Cross 12:00 pm�



�

� Today is the First Sunday of Lent.  Lent is a time of intense spiritual 

preparation for conquering our temptations, using the means Jesus taught us 

during His forty days of preparation in the desert for His public life.  It is also the 

time for repenting of our sins and renewing our lives for the celebration of Easter 

with our Risen Lord who conquered sin and death by His suffering, death and 

Resurrection.  Our readings for this Sunday teach us that we are always tempted by 

the devil, by the world, and by our own selfish interests.  So, we need to cooperate actively with 

God’s grace to conquer our temptations and practice prayer, self-control, and charity. 

 

 The First Reading which is taken from the book of Genesis describes the “Original 

Temptation” – “You will be like gods, knowing what is good and what is evil.”  Adam and Eve were 

given the possibility of making a choice to live for God, dependent upon and obedient to His will, or 

to say no to God.  The temptation to evil led Adam and Eve to an act of faithlessness and sin.  In 

contrast, today’s Gospel from Saint Matthew shows us how Jesus Christ conquered temptation by 

relying on Faith in God’s Word and authority. 

 

 The Responsorial Psalm (51:3-17) is the great “Miserere,” a Prayer of Repentance patterned 

on the sorrow of King David and a prayer we should all be familiar with as an Act of Contrition. 

 

 In the Second Reading, Saint Paul describes how the disobedience of Adam, who fell to 

Satan’s Original Temptation, brought him and us sin, death, and a broken relationship with God.  

Saint Paul explains that Christ regained for us a right relationship with God by his perfect 

obedience to God his Father.  

 

 Our Gospel teaches us how the “desert experience” of fasting, praying, and soul-

strengthening enabled Jesus to confront His temptations successfully and then to preach the Good 

News of salvation.  The tempter urges Jesus to turn stones into loaves of bread.  But Jesus rejects 

that temptation to mistrust His Father by satisfying His own immediate, temporal needs — thus 

reducing His Divine mission to self-satisfaction!  The tempter then suggests that Jesus prove that 

he is really the Son of God by jumping off the parapet of the Temple.  Jesus rejects this as a 

temptation to act as God’s superior and demand He prove His Trustworthiness!  Finally, Jesus 

rejects the temptation to idolatry, even if worshipping Satan would enrich and empower Jesus with 

all kingdoms of the world. 

 

 On this First Sunday of Lent, we are challenged to do certain things.  First, we are to 

confront and conquer temptations as Jesus did, using the means He used.  Every one of us is 

tempted to seek sinful pleasures, easy wealth, and a position of authority, power, and glory, and to 

use any means, even unjust or sinful ones, to gain these things. Jesus serves as a model for us in 

conquering temptations by strengthening Himself through prayer, penance, and the effective use of 

the Word of God.  Hence, during this Lent, let us confront our evil tendencies with prayer 

(especially by participating in the Holy Mass), and with penance or Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

 

 Second, we are to grow in holiness during Lent by prayer, reconciliation, and sharing.  

How? a) by finding time to be with God every day of Lent, speaking to Him in fervent prayer and 

listening to Him through the meditative reading of the Bible; b) by penitential acts; c) by getting 

reconciled with God through the Sacrament of Reconciliation and reconciled with others by asking 

their forgiveness for our offenses against them; d) by sharing our love with others through selfless 

and humble service, almsgiving, and helping those in need. 

 

 Finally, we should remember that we serve a loving and forgiving God.  We give our best in 

resisting temptation, but remember at the same time that God knows our strengths and 

weaknesses.  God loves us despite our failings and wants to be in relationship with us from now 

and into eternity.  Worship, learn, repent, receive forgiveness and live out your life as a person of 

God. 

�

Fr. Arnel’s Reflections � First Sunday of Lent�

Gen. 2:7-9; 3:1-7; Rom 5:12-19; Mt 4:1-11 



� � �

�

Monday is the Feast of Saint Gregory of Narek,�

an Armenian mystical and lyrical poet, abbot and�

theologian.  He is venerated as a saint in the Armenian 

Apostolic and Catholic Churches and was declared a 

Doctor of the Church by Pope Francis in 2015.�

He is best known for his Book of Lamentations,�

a major work of mystical literature.�

�

Friday is the Feast of Saint Katharine Drexel,�

a Philadelphia heiress and foundress of the Missionary 

Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament.  The second American 

born Saint, she began her postulancy at the Sisters�

of Mercy in Pittsburgh, established some forty�nine�

foundations, including Xavier University in New Orleans 

and is patron of racial justice and philanthropists.�

�

Saturday is the Feast of Saint Casimir, �

a Polish prince known as the brother and defender of the 

poor, who led an austere life.  He is patron of all youth.�
�

Saints  of  God,  pray for  us! �

������������������������

�

Our Parish CASH BASH takes place next Sunday,�

March 5, at the social hall in Footedale.  Doors open 

at 2:00 pm; drawings take place 2:30 through 7:00 pm.�

�

The CHRISTIAN MOTHERS will meet at 6:30 pm on 

Tuesday, March 7, at the social hall in Footedale.  Dues 

for 2023 will be $12.  All ladies are welcome to attend.�

�

The GIRL SCOUTS will be selling COOKIES after�

all Masses this weekend at both worship sites.  The�

cost is $5 per box.  Please support the Girl Scouts!�

�

Thank you for  a donation to Saint Francis of Assisi 

Parish given in memory of Stanley Smith by his wife, 

Cynthia on the first anniversary of his passing.�

�

The Practice of Stewardship�

What temptations lure us from the path of discipleship?  

Possessions? Pride? Power?  Oh Lord, create for us a 

clean heart and renew a steadfast spirit within us!�

�

�

February 19:  $5,694; loose $315; monthly $585;�

children $1; online $457 totaling $7,052�
�

We also collected $1,114 for the care of our cemeteries:�

St Thomas $368; St Agnes $280; OLPH $266;�

St Procopius $90; Holy Rosary $80; Madonna $30 �
�

Our parish is grateful for your support!�

WHO WE ARE AND WHOSE WE ARE�

� The Lenten season is a fresh invitation to explore 

again who God is, who we are, and what it means to be 

human.  We begin by hearing the tragic story of the first 

humans in the book of Genesis.  As Saint Paul describes 

in Romans, our struggles started when our ancestors 

broke the bond of unity with God, sought self�sufficiency, 

and grew apart from their true purpose and identity.�

� In Saint Matthew’s Gospel, we see how Jesus 

resists the lure of living outside of unity with God.  He 

rejects false promises of possessions, power, and status 

and instead, puts His life in His Father’s hands.�

� As our model for living as a fully human person, 

Jesus demonstrates that we are created to live in relation-

ship with and trust in God, and in harmony with and for 

all of creation.�

The month of March is dedicated to Saint Joseph,�

foster father of Jesus, the spouse of Mary, the Mother of 

God, and the head of the Holy Family.  By his prayers, 

family life is blessed and protected in the home and�

in the Church.  Saint Joseph, pray for us!�
�

During the month of March, please pray with�

Pope Francis for victims of abuse.  We pray for those�

who have suffered harm from members of the Church;�

may they find within the Church herself a concrete�

response to their pain and suffering.�

♫ Music and the Silence of Lent�

� As we enter into the Season of Lent, you will 

notice some differences in the music at Mass and other 

devotions.  First, the usual Prelude is omitted.  This is 

because the norms for Lent permit the organ to be used to 

support the singing only; therefore, solo playing is sus-

pended.  An exception can be made on the Fourth Sunday 

of Lent (Laetare Sunday), when we mark the mid�point 

of Lent.  The Gloria is also suspended during Lent.  Other 

than on Solemnities, such as the Annunciation (March 25) 

the Gloria is next sung on Holy Thursday at the Mass of 

the Lord’s Supper.  The Alleluia before the Gospel is re-

placed with an acclamation such as “Glory to you, Word 

of God, Lord Jesus Christ!”  We will also use a simpler 

Mass setting, the Mass of W isdom, with the Mystery of 

Faith, Savior us, Savior of the world, to differentiate the 

solemnity of Lent.  You may also notice that this year, we 

will not have music at Stations of the Cross, with the ex-

ception of two occasions (one at each site) when the music 

ministry team is leading the Stations.  This, again, is to 

accentuate the silence of the season, helping us to enter 

the desert experience with Christ.�



LENTEN FISH DINNERS�

The Christian Mothers will host Lenten Fish Dinners�

the Fridays of Lent � February 24 through March 31.�

The meals will take place at the social hall in�

Footedale 11:00 am to 6:00 pm; eat in or take out.�

Dinners ($12) include:  baked or fried fish, French fries 

or weekly side dish; green beans, cole slaw, cloverleaf 

roll & butter, beverage.  Sandwich platters ($9) include: 

fish sandwich; French Fries or weekly side dish, beverage.�

This week’s side dish is homemade pierogi.�

To place an order, please call 724�245�2932.�

�

The Knights of Columbus will host a Lenten Fish Fry�

on Ash Wednesday and each Friday during Lent�

at the cafeteria in Masontown � 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.�

Dine in or take out.  To order, call 724�583�8210.�

�

Youth Ministry will host a Gift Basket Raffle dur ing 

the Lenten Fish Dinners at both sites.  Proceeds will�

benefit various Youth Ministry activities such as�

attending the National Catholic Youth Conference,�

hosting Faith Formation events and homebound projects�

at Christmas and Easter to name a few.  If you wish to 

donate a basket, it can be delivered to the Parish Office�

in Masontown or the Social Hall in Footedale.�

For questions or information, contact Youth Ministry�

Coordinator, Rita Masi, at rmasi00@yahoo.com �

�

Lenten Afternoon of Reflection�

The Ladies of Charity of the Roman Catholic Churches�

of Uniontown will hold a Sunday of Lenten Reflection�

on March 19, at 2:00 pm at Saint Mary Nativity Church.  

Deacon Andrew Hamilton will speak on The Story of 

Queen Esther of the Old Testament � A Model of�

Feminine Virtue.  There is no charge for the afternoon.�

A social and refreshments in St. Mary Parish Center will 

follow the presentation.  For more information, please�

contact Bobbi at 724�366�1626.  All are invited to�

attend this spirit�filled Lenten Sunday.�

Mount Saint Macrina House of Prayer�
�

Personal Morning of Prayer:  February 24, March 31 

and April 28; 9:30 am to 12:00 Noon.  Are you ready�

to let go of some of the busy�ness and pressures of�

your life to come apart and rest a while?  Spend time in�

silence, meditation and prayer.  Free Will offering.�
�

Evening of Reflection for Women:  Wednesday,�

March 1, 6:30 to 8pm, presented by Father James�

Tringhese.  Offering $35; Registration due February 24.�
�

Evening of Reflection for Men:  Tuesday,�

March 7, 6:30 to 8 pm, presented by Fr . James�

Tringhese.  Offering $35.  Registration due March 1.�
�

Register for any of these events by email at 

hpmsm@verizon.net; or by phone at 724�438�7149�

Bishop Kulick will be in  our  a r ea  as follows: �
�

Tuesday, March 7:  Lenten Evening of Reflection�

6:00 pm at Saint Mary (Nativity) Parish, Uniontown�
�

Wednesday, March 8:  Stations of the Cross�

7:00 pm at Saint Joan of Arc Parish, Farmington�
�

Saturday, March 18:  Mass in Masontown�

4:00 pm followed by refreshments in the cafeteria.�
�

All are welcome and encouraged to participate.�

Lenten Prayer Partner Exchange � All are invited to 

select a tag from the baskets and pray for the family or 

individual listed during Lent.  Keep it a secret; then at 

Easter, drop them a card and let them know that you�

have been praying for them.  This act of charity provides 

a spiritual blessing for you and your prayer partner. �

�

Lenten Prayer Cross � All are invited to place their�

Lenten prayer intentions on the large cross in Church.�



 �

 Saturday, February 25 �� Vigil:  First Sunday of Lent �

  4:00 pm�F (M)� 92
nd

 Birthday of Joseph Augustine (Family)�

  6:00 pm�M (A)� Ted Gilliland (Michael Gabeletto Family)�

�

 Sunday, February 26 �� First Sunday of Lent

  8:00 am�M (M)� Mary Zaiglin (SFOA Christian Mothers)�

  9:30 am�F (A)� Dorothy DiCarlucci (Louise Manchas)�

11:30 am�M (M)� Pro Populo�

 Monday, February 27 �� Saint Gregory of Narek�

  8:00 am�M� Sylvia Krofchek (Jeri Homistek)�

�

 Tuesday, February 28 �� Lenten Weekday�

  8:00 pm�F� Patricia Stunja (Barbara Lovis)�

�

 Wednesday, March 1 �� Lenten Weekday�

  8:00 am�M� Chuck Cheresnye (Dianne Kovach)�

  5:00 pm�M� Adoration in Masontown�

  6:00 pm�M� Stations of the Cross�
  �

 Thursday, March 2 �� Lenten Weekday�

  8:00 am�F� Stef Kino (Cousins Patti & Micki)�

 �

 Friday, March 3 �� Saint Katharine Drexel�

   8:00 am�M� Nicolina Galluzzo (Carletta Fronczek)� �

 11:00 am�F� Adoration in Footedale�

 12:00 pm�F� Stations of the Cross�

�

 Saturday, March 4 �� Vigil:  Second Sunday of Lent�

  3�3:30 pm�F� Confessions�

  4:00 pm�F (M)� Vernie Borytsky (Michael/Constance Bernot)�
�

  5:00�5:30 pm�M� Confessions  �

  6:00 pm�M (A)� Nancy Barnhart (Jude Fedor/Sylvia Volk)�
   �

 Sunday, March 5 �� Second Sunday of Lent

  8:00 am�M (M)� Pro Populo�

  9:30 am�F (M)� William, Louise & Bill Drzazgowski�

 11:30 am�M (A) � Josephine Yash (SFOA Golden Group)�

�

(M) Fr. Marlon / (A) Fr. Arnel�

Mass Readings for the Week Ahead  �
�

  Monday:� Lv 19:1�18; Mt 25:31�46�

  Tuesday:� Is 55:10�11; Mt 6:7�15�

  Wednesday:� Jon 3:1�10; Lk 11:29�32�

  Thursday:� Est C: 12:14�25; Mt 7:7�12�

  Friday:� Ez 18:21�28; Mt 5:20�26�

  Saturday:� Dt 26:16�19; Mt 5:43�48�

  Next Sunday:  Gn 12:1�4; 2 Tm 1:8�10; Mt 17:1�9�

�

Memorial Candles burn this week in loving�

memory of or for the special intention of:�

�

† Blessed Mother � Bruno W. Smith�

requested by his brothers & sisters�
�

Health & Well Being of William Rostich�

requested by his family�
�

† Saint Joseph � Mike (Sonny) Magazine�

requested by Rose & Family�
�

† Saint Anthony � Carol Ann Gudac�

requested by the All Saints School Family�
�

† Sacred Heart � Vernie Borytsky�

requested by Michael & Constance Bernot�

The Holy Spirit gathers us together today�

as we begin this forty�day season of Lent.�
�

Life is full of temptations, and we are especially aware�

of them during Lent.  We are tempted to do things we 

find desirable, even when we know they’re wrong.�

We are tempted to avoid things that are undesirable,�

even when we know they’re the right thing to do.�

Today we hear the serpent successfully tempt Adam�

and Eve and the devil unsuccessfully tempt Jesus.�
�

May the Holy Spirit, who accompanied Jesus in the�

desert and accompanies us wherever we go,�

give us the strength to resist temptation.�

Strengthening the Church at Home�
�

On the First Sunday of Lent, our Diocese traditionally 

conducts the Catholic Home Missions Appeal.�

You may be surprised to learn or to be reminded that 

40% of the Dioceses in the United States are considered 

to be home mission dioceses, that is, almost half of our 

Dioceses cannot support themselves without outside�

assistance.  Parishioners in the home mission dioceses 

often go without regularly scheduled Masses, availability 

of the other Sacraments, and religious formation.  

Through your support of this special collection, we will 

share in the good works of promoting priestly and reli-

gious vocations, safeguarding the life and dignity of the 

human person, and helping to meet basic pastoral needs.�

�

All of the Fridays of Lent are to�

be “meatless” for all Catholics.�

Question of the Week�

When does my self�centeredness lead me to give in�

to temptation?  How can my Christian concern for�

others help me to resist that temptation?�
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DEARTH FUNERAL HOMEDEARTH FUNERAL HOME

New Salem, PANew Salem, PA
Clark B. Dearth               Clark B. Dearth               Since 1900

Compliments of

Kathleen Packroni
Tax Collector

407 N. Main St. • Masontown

JONATHAN P. KRIZNER, D.D.S.
600 CHERRY TREE LN.
UNIONTOWN, PA 15401

Telephone (724) 438-0241
Office Hours By Appointment

The AreA’s OldesT MOnuMenT COMpAny
50 e. FAyeTTe sT., uniOnTOwn, pA 15401
438-5200, After 6:00 p.m. 439-1163

KOPEC INSURANCE AGENCY
Lud Kopec • Cristy Kopec-Frantz

 An Independent Agency Representing
 the Erie Insurance Group

211 S. Main St. • Masontown • (724) 583-2634

BERISH
AGENCY, INC.

David A. Berish, CIC
Samuel T. Berish AAI
Insurance - Real Estate

12 S. Main St. • Masontown
724-583-7767
Fax 724-583-7792

berishagency@atlanticbb.net

  Ben’s Auto Parts
For all your body shop supplies and mechanical needs!

107 River Avenue • Masontown, PA 15461
Phone:

724-583-8335
724-583-9656
1-800-446-8335

Fax:
724-583-7766

Email:
bensautopa
@gmail.com

SINCE
1976Jerry’s Catering Service

“Where Our Noodle is Always Al’Dente”
Kathleen Ward Hughes, Owner

16 Legion Street, Republic, PA 15475

724-246-8889 or 724-785-3036
Like us on Facebook

JOHN S. MAYKUTH JR.
FUNERAL HOME

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

724-583-8811

 1878 McClellandtown Rd
Masontown • 724-952-1040

FREE DELIVERY
Store Hours:

M-F 9-9 Sat-Sun 9-5

TRI-COUNTY HVAC

Call Terry or Tyler 724-785-7171 

Sales • Service
Installations

-FREE ESTIMATES-

John
M. Fabry 
CFSP, CPC,

Funeral Director

Custom
Monuments
& More

Robert T. Kish - Supervisor
1 Legion Street

Republic, PA 15475
O: 724.246.9466
F: 724.246.9467

John P. Duke - Supervisor
20 N. Mill St.

New Salem, PA 15468
O: 724.245.9261
F: 724.245.2909

john.fabry@verizon.net

compliments of

Terravecchia-HakyTerravecchia-Haky
home for funerals, inc.
Family Owned & OperatedFamily Owned & Operated

724-583-7777
www.terravecchiahakyfh.com • 515 N. Main Street • Masontown, PA 15461

Michael K. Sauritch
supervisor

John S. Terravecchia
owner/funeral director

& Beechwood Courts
147 LaFayette Manor Road
Uniontown,  PA 15401

724.430.4848

 Quality Inground &
 Above Ground Pools

1564 E. Roy Furman Hwy. • Carmichaels
724-966-2040

724-966-2477

 PATTERSON’S
 AUTOMOTIVE
 354 Ronco Rd. • Masontown
 724-322-2403
Complete automotive repair services.

Millers 
Home Health Care
214 S. Main St.
Masontown
724-208-2111

COMPLETE CARBURETOR & FUEL INJECTION SERVICE
COMPLETE BRAKE, EXHAUST & SUSPENSION SERVICE

724-439-3669
Route 40 East • Uniontown, PA 15401

EQ MUFFLER & AUTO CENTER

• Room for 600 guests allows for social distancing
• Situated on 60 picturesque acres
• Perfect for your event, big or small
400 Old Rt. 21 Rd • McClellandtown, PA 15458
Call for updates. 724-439-3111 www.lakesidevenues.com

Compliments Of
Dan

Shimshock

Fayette Heating &
Air Conditioning

2100 University Dr. • Uniontown
724-439-2323 • fayetteheatingac.com

J & J Mechanical
Residential Heating & Cooling

Your Local, Authorized Lennox Dealer

~ 724-583-2687 ~
201 North Main                   Mason Town

Ralph’s Garage Doors
Sales • Service • Installation

Doors & Parts • Electric Openers
 (724) 966-2879 Carmichaels

BRODAK BEER
724-583-2222

CARMICHAELS BEER
724-966-7777

Please Drink Responsibly.

Knights of Columbus #4261
Masontown, PA

Charity, Unity, Fraternity, Patriotism
New Members Welcome!   724-583-8210

CROSSKEYS
H u m a n  S e r v i c e s ,  I n c .
Serving the Elderly & Chronically Mentally Ill

785-6180

Contact me
Margery Pruitt

for your
MEDICARE INFORMATION

814-441-7157
Mpruitt1@humana.com
Humana.com/mpruitt1

141 Herb Hollow Rd
Farmington, PA 15437

NEW SALEM MINI MART
Fresh made Subs and Sandwiches

724-245-7335 • 88 West Main St., New Salem
www.newsalemminimart.com

Or you can visit our store at 301 North Main Street Masontown, PA 15461

Ready Mix Concrete & Supplies
313 State Route 166 - Masontown, PA 15461
724-583-8844 | www.PennPlusServices.com

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Sue Novosel

snovosel@4LPi.com 
 (800) 477-4574 x6318


