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�

Rev. Dick Anthony Cortado�

Administrator�

dcortado@dioceseofgreensburg.org�

�

�

Monday, Wednesday, Friday����8:00 am�

Saturday������������������������������6:00 pm�

Sunday��������������8:00 am & 11:30 am�
�

Confessions: Saturday 5:00�5:30 pm�

Adoration:  First & Third�

Fridays � 4:30 to 6:00 pm�

�

Tuesday & Thursday������������8:00 am�

Saturday:�����������������������������4:00 pm�

Sunday����������������������������������9:30 am�
�

Confessions:  Saturday 3:00�3:30 pm�

Adoration:  Second & Four th 

Wednesdays � 12:30 to 2:00 pm�

�

Office Hours:  Monday through 

Friday � 9:00 am to 4:00 pm�

�

Bulletin Articles:  The deadline�

for placing articles in the bulletin�

is Monday at Noon.�

�

New Parishioners, Welcome!�

Please register as soon as possible.  �

�

Communion to the Homebound is 

provided on a regular basis.  Call the 

Parish Office to be added to our list.�

�

Sacrament of Baptism:  By 

appointment.  Prior to your baby’s 

Baptism, you must be a registered, 

practicing member of this parish.�

�

Sacrament of Marriage:  Requires 

parish membership by at least one of 

the parties for six months prior to 

making arrangements for marriage.  

Weddings should be scheduled�

one year in advance.�

�

Prayer Chain:  To request prayer , 

please call Patty 724�245�9746�

or Valeria 724�583�9460�

� December 10, 2023�

�

R O M A N  C A T H O L I C  P A R I S H �

�
�

101 West Church Avenue, Masontown, Pennsylvania  15461�
�

Phone:  724�583�7866�
�

email:  sfoafayette@dioceseofgreensburg.org�
�

Website:  www.sfoafayette.org�

�

�

Saint Francis of Assisi�

of Western Fayette County�

A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg�

A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust�
�

Bishop Larry J. Kulick, J.C.L.�



�

 �

Second Sunday of Advent � Year B  (Matthew 3:1�12)�
�

� A couple � both sixty years old � was celebrating their thirty�fifth wedding 

anniversary.  While walking on the beach, they stumbled upon a lamp where a genie 

resides.  After freeing the genie, they were granted the proverbial three wishes.  The 

man immediately said, “I want you to give me a fleet of cars!”  Immediately, the wish 

was granted.  As a follow�up, he requested again, “Give me lots and lots of cash.”  It 

was granted.  Then finally, he whispered to the genie, “Give me a wife forty years 

younger than me.”  Immediately, he became a hundred years old.  Maybe the genie was stupid or maybe, he 

saw through the selfishness of the husband who only thought of his wishes.�

�

� On this Second Sunday of Advent, we are being challenged to prepare the way of the Lord, make 

straight his paths.  Thus, let us change our attitudes from being selfish to selfless love.  In today’s Gospel, John 

the Baptist gets the limelight.  Ironically, his personality shuns the limelight.  In his preaching, he stressed that 

he is not the Messiah but the one who will prepare His way.  We can learn a lot from the “voice crying in the 

wilderness.”  He was bold in proclaiming the Good News of salvation and the need for conversion.  He 

challenged the Pharisees and the Sadducees who heeded his call for baptism to produce evidences of their 

repentance.�

�

� As we prepare for the coming of the Lord, we cannot just rely on uttering praises and words of faith in 

God.  They must be supported by evidence.  Some fruits like forgiveness, generosity, patience, and reverence 

should be a good start.  The Pharisees and the Sadducees were known for their external piety.  John would be 

of no help to them if he baptized them without telling them to compliment it with good actions towards others 

and God.  In fact, the requirement is not only good for the Pharisees and the Sadducees, but to everyone who 

wanted to be baptized.  The fruit being asked by John is not material.  A complete change of heart should do it. 

Of course, we are not expected to attain the highest level of goodness instantly.  It is more a matter of attitude 

and heart than time.�

�

� To infuse the faith dimension in our earthly journey, St. Peter (Second Reading) reminds us to accept 

and embrace the Lord as our faithful companion, as a co� pilgrim.  The Lord shows “generous patience” in 

handling our missteps and hard�headedness, or our adamant will of not following the road map he has laid out 

for us.  In fact, he makes sure that none of us “perishes” or “strays” out of the fold.  Our God is a 

compassionate companion who leads us to “greener pasture.”  He blesses every step of our journey and 

because of this, “one day is like a thousand years and a thousand years like a day.”�

�

� Both the First Reading and the Gospel point to John the Baptist as the example and model in achieving 

our identity and mission as a “pilgrim people.”  John the Baptist sees his mission “as a voice that cries out to 

prepare the way of the Lord.”  “Proclaiming a baptism of repentance” and the “forgiveness of sins,” he exhorts 

his followers to “follow the way of the Lord and clear him a straight path.”�

�

� John the Baptist challenges us today to encounter the Lord Jesus in faith and to embrace him as the 

center of our personal and communal life.  Our journey can easily become unfocused, confused, without a 

center.  Our faith in the Lord Jesus is the voice that brings us close to our core and to our calling “to be holy in 

conduct.”  Confronted by the center that is the Lord, we could not but feel unworthy and unfit to “stoop and 

untie” his sandal straps.  John the Baptist is a model par excellence of a pilgrim prophet.�

�

� The last challenge of our pilgrim status is to become compassionate with our fellow sojourners who are 

lost and marginalized, who are poor and overburdened, broken and unable to journey any farther.  In solidarity 

with them, we provide the hand and heart, the face and soul of God’s mercy and compassion.  This could be 

the best preparation in the advent season. �

 

  Thoughts from Father Anthony 



� � �

�



The Practice of Stewardship�

John the Baptist’s call to repentance is echoed in the�

U.S. Bishops’ Pastoral Letter on Stewardship: 

“Christians must beg God for the grace of conversion: 

the grace to know who they are, to whom they belong, 

how they are to live � the grace to repent and change and 

grow, the grace to become good disciples and stewards.”�

�

The Advent Candles in Footedale were given�

in memory of Bill Rostich by�

Braden, Patten & Bruno Fabrycki�

Our very grateful thanks♥�

�

Stewardship of Treasure�

December 3:  $7,237; loose $479; monthly $750;�

children $8; online $307; year end giving $1,045;�

Accent $358; totaling $10,184.  We also collected�

$344 for our Social Ministry Fund.�

Our parish is grateful for your support!�

Christ is making a journey into�

each of our hearts this Advent.�

Clear away whatever blocks�

His way.  Make straight the�

path.  Invite Him in.�

�

Today we light the second candle on our Advent wreath.  

It is the “Bethlehem Candle,” a symbol of the prepara-

tions being made to receive and cradle the Christ Child.  

May our hearts be ready to receive the Good News!�

�

Tuesday is the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe�

which recalls the apparitions of Mary at the hill of�

Tepeyac to the native convert, Juan Diego.  She was�

declared patroness of the Americas by Pope Pius XII.�

�

Wednesday is the Feast of Saint Lucy�

She is patroness of those afflicted with diseases of�

the eye and is associated with festivals of light.�

�

Thursday is the Feast of Saint John of the Cross�

He was a mystic, a poet and an ally of Saint Teresa�

of Jesus of Avila.  Known as the Mystical Doctor,�

he authored a number of books including The Ascent�

of Mount Carmel and The Dark Night of the Soul. �

Advent resounds with the theme of�

RECONCILIATION and  the call to repentance.�

That call is not about dwelling on our sins and being�

even more burdened by them, but the opposite:�

bringing them to God in sorrow and hope for forgiveness.  

It is a fitting time to approach Jesus in the Sacrament�

of Reconciliation and be able to approach Him in�

the Eucharist on Christmas with a renewed heart.�

�

Regional Advent Confession Schedule�

Tuesday, December 12 � 6:00 pm�

St. Francis of Assisi, Masontown Worship Site�
�

Thursday, December 14 � 6:00 pm�

St. Peter, Brownsville�
�

Saturday, December 16 � 1:00 pm�

SS Cyril & Methodius, Fairchance�
�

Sunday, December 17 � 3:00 pm�

St. Joan of Arc, Farmington�
�

Tuesday, December 19 � 6:00 pm�

St. Mary Nativity, Uniontown�
�

Thursday, December 21 � 6:00 pm�

St. John the Evangelist, Uniontown�

�

Third Annual Festival of Lessons and Carols�

Sunday, December 17 � 5:00 pm�

at the Footedale Worship Site�
�

Music by the Combined Parish Choir�

Scripture Readings proclaimed by the�

Youth of Saint Francis of Assisi Parish�
�

Light Refreshments follow in the Social Hall�
�

Join us for a special Advent evening�

of Scripture and Song�

The Giving Tree � We sincerely thank everyone who 

participated in the Giving Tree program this year.�

A reminder that the gifts are due this weekend.�

�

Parish Family Christmas Tree � Everyone is invited�

to bring an ornament, unique to you and your family,�

to place on our Parish Family Christmas Tree.�

�

Christmas Wafers (Oplatki) are available at the�

Church entrances.  The offering is $2.00.  There are�

four wafers per package (three white, one pink).�

The Christmas wafer reflects a tradition which is at least 

2,000 years old.  The father of the family solemnly breaks 

the wafers on Christmas Eve and distributes them to those 

present as a symbol of love and peace.  These pieces are 

then shared with wishes for luck, health and happiness.�

�

Christmas Flower Memorials � Please use the envelope 

from your packets to list the names of your loved ones.  �

These will be placed on the altar and remembered�

in prayer throughout the Christmas season.�

Santa on the Square � Sunday, December 10, at the�

Masontown Borough Building.  Free carriage rides,�

Caroling, Cookies, Lighting of the Christmas tree�

and SANTA arrives at 6:00 pm.  Please join us!�

�

Homemade Ravioli Dinner � Sunday, December 10, 

Noon/5pm, McClellandtown Firehall hosted by Holy 

Transfiguration Orthodox Church.  Dinners $9 include 

choice of meat or cheese ravioli, salad, roll/butter, dessert.�

�

Live Nativity � Sunday, December 10,�

at Mount Macrina Manor 5:00 to 7:00 pm.�



 �

 Saturday, December 9 �� Vigil:  2
nd

 Sunday of Advent�

  4:00 pm�F � Joe Mehalek (Wife, Donna)�

  6:00 pm�M � Pro Populo�

�

 Sunday, December 10 �� 2
nd 

Sunday of Advent

  8:00 am�M � Tom Pavlovich (M/M Rick Zatlokovicz)�

  9:30 am�F � Brenda J. Otto (Son, Louis Otto & Family)�

11:30 am�M � John & Nellie Bozek (Jerry/Cheryl Takacs)�

 Monday, December 11 �� Saint Damasus I, pope�

  8:00 am�M� John Krovich Sr. (Son, George Krovich)�

�

 Tuesday, December 12 �� Our Lady of Guadalupe�

  8:00 am�F� Wanda Valusek (M/M Ralph Cavalcante)�

  6:00 pm�M� PENANCE SERVICE�

�

 Wednesday, December 13 �� Saint Lucy�

  8:00 am�M� Donna Waslousky (Barb & Bobby)�
  �

 Thursday, December 14 �� Saint John of the Cross�

  8:00 am�F� Joseph & Stella Borytsky (Dtr Constance/Family�

 �

 Friday, December 15 �� Advent Weekday�

   8:00 am�M� Fred Tineli (John & Carol DelGrosso)�

   4:30�6:00 pm�M� Adoration / Confessions�

�

 Saturday, December 16 �� Vigil:  3
rd

 Sunday of Advent�

  3�3:30 pm�F� Confessions�

  4:00 pm�F � Joan & Paul Cech Sr. (Mike/Missy Komara)�
�

  5:00�5:30 pm�M� Confessions  �

  6:00 pm�M � John & Carolyn Takacs (Jerry & Cheryl)�
   �

 Sunday, December 17 �� 3
rd

 Sunday of Advent

  8:00 am�M � Donna Waslousky (Fedor Family)�

  9:30 am�F � John V. Shinsky Jr (Dtrs Briella/Brynne/Blayke)�

 11:30 am�M  � Martha Batis (Caroline Marella)�

Mass Readings for the Week Ahead  �
�

  Monday:� Is 35:1�10; Lk 5:17�26�

  Tuesday:� Zec 2:14�17; Lk 1:26�38�

  Wednesday:� Is 40:25�31; Mt 11:28�30�

  Thursday:� Is 41:13�20; Mt 11:11�15�

  Friday:� Is 48:17�19; Mt 11:16�19�

  Saturday:� Sir 48:1�11; Mt 17:9�13�

  Next Sunday:  Is 61:1�11; 1 Thes 5:16�24; Jn 1:1�28�

�

Memorial Candles burn this week in loving�

memory of or for the special intention of:�

�

† Sanctuary � Birthday Blessings�

for Father Anthony�
�

† Blessed Mother � Mary E. Michalik�

& Linda Michalik�

requested by Janet Michalik�
�

William Tomotchko�

requested by his mother�
�

† Saint Joseph � Charles Rosnack�

requested by brother Ken�

Joe Mehalek�

requested by wife Donna�
�

† Saint Anthony � Mary & John Pasquale Jr.�

requested by children & grandchildren�
�

† Sacred Heart � Joseph & Stella Borytsky�

requested by daughter, Constance & family�

�

Eucharistic Adoration�

Friday, December 15, in Masontown�

4:30�5:30 pm:  Adoration & Confession�

5:30�5:45 pm:  Chaplet of Divine Mercy�

5:45�6:00 pm:  Benediction�

�

“Make straight his paths,” Isaiah cried out, prophesying 

that the LORD would come to rescue and comfort the 

people of God.  Centuries later, Mark quotes this call at 

the very beginning of his Gospel, presenting John the 

Baptist as the prophet who took this to heart, preparing 

the way for the Lord.  Now, two millennia later,�

during this season when we prepare for the Lord’s�

coming into our lives and into our hearts, how can�

we “make straight his paths?”�
�

Question of the Week:  What is the most difficult�

obstacle I face in preparing a way for Christ to�

come into my heart anew this Christmas?�

How can I remove this obstacle?�

As we await new heavens and a new earth,�

let us make clear the way of the Lord by being�

servants of justice, truth and peace.�

Tuesday, December 12, 6:00 pm in Masontown�

Five priests will hear individual confessions in this�

season of preparation and penance.  Come and allow�

your hearts to be open to the working of Christ.�
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DEARTH FUNERAL HOMEDEARTH FUNERAL HOME

New Salem, PANew Salem, PA
Clark B. Dearth               Clark B. Dearth               Since 1900

  Ben’s Auto Parts
For all your body shop supplies and mechanical needs!

107 River Avenue • Masontown, PA 15461
Phone:

724-583-8335
724-583-9656
1-800-446-8335

Fax:
724-583-7766

Email:
bensautopa
@gmail.com

SINCE
1976

Jerry’s Catering Service
“Where Our Noodle is Always Al’Dente”

Kathleen Ward Hughes, Owner
16 Legion Street, Republic, PA 15475

724-246-8889 or 724-785-3036
Like us on Facebook

JOHN S. MAYKUTH JR.
FUNERAL HOME

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

724-583-8811

 1878 McClellandtown Rd
Masontown • 724-952-1040

FREE DELIVERY
Store Hours:

M-F 9-9 Sat-Sun 9-5

compliments of

Terravecchia-HakyTerravecchia-Haky
home for funerals, inc.
Family Owned & OperatedFamily Owned & Operated

724-583-7777
www.terravecchiahakyfh.com • 515 N. Main Street • Masontown, PA 15461

Michael K. Sauritch
supervisor

John S. Terravecchia
owner/funeral director

& Beechwood Courts
147 LaFayette Manor Road
Uniontown,  PA 15401

724.430.4848

 Quality Inground &
 Above Ground Pools

1564 E. Roy Furman Hwy. • Carmichaels
724-966-2040

724-966-2477

 PATTERSON’S
 AUTOMOTIVE
 354 Ronco Rd. • Masontown
 724-322-2403
Complete automotive repair services.

Millers 
Home Health Care
214 S. Main St.
Masontown
724-208-2111

COMPLETE CARBURETOR & FUEL INJECTION SERVICE
COMPLETE BRAKE, EXHAUST & SUSPENSION SERVICE

724-439-3669
Route 40 East • Uniontown, PA 15401

EQ MUFFLER & AUTO CENTER

• Room for 600 guests allows for social distancing
• Situated on 60 picturesque acres
• Perfect for your event, big or small
400 Old Rt. 21 Rd • McClellandtown, PA 15458
Call for updates. 724-439-3111 www.lakesidevenues.com

Compliments Of
Dan

Shimshock

Compliments of

Kathleen Packroni
Tax Collector

407 N. Main St. • Masontown

Ralph’s Garage Doors
Sales • Service • Installation

Doors & Parts • Electric Openers
 (724) 966-2879 Carmichaels

Uniontown Dental Associates
7829 NATIONAL PIKE

UNIONTOWN, PA 15401
Telephone (724) 438-0241

Office Hours By Appointment

KOPEC INSURANCE AGENCY
Lud Kopec • Cristy Kopec-Frantz

 An Independent Agency Representing
 the Erie Insurance Group

211 S. Main St. • Masontown • (724) 583-2634

BRODAK BEER
724-583-2222

CARMICHAELS BEER
724-966-7777

Please Drink Responsibly.

Knights of Columbus #4261
Masontown, PA

Charity, Unity, Fraternity, Patriotism
New Members Welcome!   724-583-8210

CROSSKEYS
H u m a n  S e r v i c e s ,  I n c .
Serving the Elderly & Chronically Mentally Ill

785-6180

NEW SALEM MINI MART
Fresh made Subs and Sandwiches

724-245-7335 • 88 West Main St., New Salem
www.newsalemminimart.com

Or you can visit our store at 301 North Main Street Masontown, PA 15461

Ready Mix Concrete & Supplies
313 State Route 166 - Masontown, PA 15461
724-583-8844 | www.PennPlusServices.com

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Sue Novosel

snovosel@4LPi.com 
 (800) 477-4574 x6318

John P. Banasick - Owner
724-554-6067

www.lifetimeawnings.com

PA150270

Veteran 
Owned 

And 
Operated

Ansel’s Tire Outlet
ATO INC

For all your automotive and truck tire needs!
1708 McClellandtown Rd, McClellandtown, PA 15458

724-737-5556

Installing, Repairing & Replacing Glass in 
Homes, Business & Industry

724-439-8600 • www.FayWestGlass.com

TRI-COUNTY HVAC

Call Terry or Tyler 724-785-7171 

Sales • Service
Installations

-FREE ESTIMATES-

Fayette Heating &
Air Conditioning

2100 University Dr. • Uniontown
724-439-2323 • fayetteheatingac.com

J & J Mechanical
Residential Heating & Cooling

Your Local, Authorized Lennox Dealer

~ 724-583-2687 ~
201 North Main                   Mason Town

4 Monroe Street
Uniontown, PA 15401

724-438-5400
fayettefurnace.com

BERISH
AGENCY, INC.

Insurance - Real Estate
“Celebrating 85 Years of Service”

1937 to 2023
12 South Main St. 

Masontown, PA 15461

724-583-7767
berishagency@atlanticbb.net

The AreA’s OldesT MOnuMenT COMpAny
50 e. FAyeTTe sT., uniOnTOwn, pA 15401

438-5200

Marshall’s 
onuments


