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�

Rev. Dick Anthony Cortado�

Administrator�

dcortado@dioceseofgreensburg.org�

�

�

Monday, Wednesday, Friday����8:00 am�

Saturday������������������������������6:00 pm�

Sunday��������������8:00 am & 11:30 am�
�

Confessions: Saturday 5:00�5:30 pm�

Adoration:  First & Third�

Fridays � 4:30 to 6:00 pm�

�

Tuesday & Thursday������������8:00 am�

Saturday:�����������������������������4:00 pm�

Sunday����������������������������������9:30 am�
�

Confessions:  Saturday 3:00�3:30 pm�

Adoration:  Second & Four th 

Wednesdays � 12:30 to 2:00 pm�

�

Office Hours:  Monday through 

Friday � 9:00 am to 4:00 pm�

�

Bulletin Articles:  The deadline�

for placing articles in the bulletin�

is Monday at Noon.�

�

New Parishioners, Welcome!�

Please register as soon as possible.  �

�

Communion to the Homebound is 

provided on a regular basis.  Call the 

Parish Office to be added to our list.�

�

Sacrament of Baptism:  By 

appointment.  Prior to your baby’s 

Baptism, you must be a registered, 

practicing member of this parish.�

�

Sacrament of Marriage:  Requires 

parish membership by at least one of 

the parties for six months prior to 

making arrangements for marriage.  

Weddings should be scheduled�

one year in advance.�

�

Prayer Chain:  To request prayer , 

please call Patty 724�245�9746�

or Valeria 724�583�9460�

� February 18, 2024�

�

R O M A N  C A T H O L I C  P A R I S H �

�
�

101 West Church Avenue, Masontown, Pennsylvania  15461�
�

Phone:  724�583�7866�
�

email:  sfoafayette@dioceseofgreensburg.org�
�

Website:  www.sfoafayette.org�

�

�

Saint Francis of Assisi�

of Western Fayette County�

A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg�

A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust�
�

Bishop Larry J. Kulick, J.C.L.�



�

 �

� A lot of people are going through a financial “desert” these days due to the 

global recession.  In today’s gospel (Mk. 1, 12�15), we hear of Jesus who literally had 

a desert experience for 40 days.  Two things happened to Jesus in the desert:  “He was 

among wild beasts, and the angels ministered to Him.”  In the desert � and in whatever 

desert � there is desolation but, also, there is consolation.  One thing for sure, the 

desert is not the place for desserts.  The desert is about survival, endurance and 

stamina.  The best and the worst in us come out in the desert and we also come out 

either better or worse from any desert experience.�
�

� The desert makes us realize what is really important and what is really basic in life.  Anyone who has 

not gone through any desert does not know life at all, for life is definitely not about being comfortable, 

predictable, frivolous, fainthearted and superficial.  We are very vulnerable in the desert where we are exposed 

to the external elements, but surprisingly, we also discover out there that we have a lot of reserved strength 

within.  Most importantly, we discover in our littleness and vulnerability the presence and the power of 

something or someone greater than ourselves.  Yes, a stay in the desert has a value.  One cannot rush through, 

and need not flee from, the desert; for in the desert, one learns to let go and to let God.  In the desert, once 

again, we know who we are, and we know who God is.�
�

� The 40 days of Lent should remind us of one basic rule when we go through the desert, and that is, to 

travel light.  We are told to carry only what is essential for the journey, and to rid ourselves of extra luggage, 

which are not necessary but will, in fact, only make the journey difficult and cumbersome.  The discipline of 

Lent, which necessitates penance, prayer, fasting and good deeds, will lead us to dispose of our unnecessary 

physical, emotional and spiritual baggage.�
�

� A few days ago, we began the Season of Lent.  As the Spirit “drove Jesus out into the desert,” we are 

also invited during this season to go to the desert.  It is an invitation for us to spend some time in solitude and 

silence in order to feel and experience the presence of God.  This is what Jesus is talking about when He said 

something about prayer:  “But when you pray, go to your inner room, close the door and pray to your Father in 

secret” (Mt 6:6).  Even in the midst of all the hassle and bustle of city life, we can go to our desert, the inner 

room of our hearts, by closing our senses to the distractions of this world.  This can be done by mortifying our 

senses.  This is what Jesus did in the desert.  He prayed and fasted for forty days so that there are no 

distractions in his intimate communication with the Father but the desert is not only that of solitude, but also of 

temptations.�
�

� The world we live in is already a desert.  It is full of wild beasts waiting to devour us at any moment of 

our weakness and slackness but then the response is not by ignoring them or running away from them.  

Temptations are part of our everyday life in this world and they also are an essential element in our journey of 

faith.  Like Jesus, we have to face these temptations relying solely on God and His protection against all 

enemies.  Temptations are tests.   When we overcome these tests with God’s help, we emerge stronger, wiser 

and better followers of Jesus.  They remind us of how weak we are, and how strong our enemy is.  This 

realization makes us humbler and moves us to rely on God’s power all the more.�
�

� Hence, the readings today also invite us to go to the desert of temptations � not to expose ourselves to 

temptations, but to face the hard realities of life in this world, with all the problems, confusion and 

enticements.  This is an opportunity for us to realize that we need God at every moment of our lives.�
�

� The Season of Lent is, therefore, our desert experience.  Let us be aware of God present in our life.  Let 

us also be aware of the lurking enemy around and inside us and if we just strive to stay close to God, through 

our prayers and acts of charity and penance, He will surely give us all the graces we need to overcome all 

these dangers to our soul and to grow in holiness and Christian perfection.�

 

Thoughts from Father Anthony - First Sunday of Lent � Year B 
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�

Parish Sympathy is expressed to the family of �

† Anna Elizabeth (Rusnak) Bertovich�

who was buried Saturday, February 10.�

May God grant to her eternal life and�

comfort her family.  May she rest in peace.�

�

Parish Sympathy is extended to David Mudery on�

the recent death of his mother, Helen Huston Mudery.�

May God grant her eternal life and comfort her family.�

�

The Rite of Election of Catechumens and of the Call�

to Continuing Conversion of Candidates who are�

preparing for Confirmation and/or Eucharist�

or Reception into the Full Communion of�

the Catholic Church is celebrated today.�

At Mass today, our Candidate, Thomas Robbins, will�

sign the Book of the Elect then be sent forth to Blessed�

Sacrament Cathedral where he will meet the bishop,�

be welcomed into the larger church and make public his 

decision to become Catholic.  Please keep him in prayer.�

In the desert, Jesus endured forty days of hardship�

and temptation but He did not endure it alone:�

“the angels ministered to him” the Gospel tells us.�

Remember that you do not face Lent alone.�

God is beside you in your journey to the desert.�

��

Tuesday, March 12 � 6:00 pm�

Saint Cecilia, Grindstone�
�

† Thursday, March 14 � 6:00 pm�

Saint Francis of Assisi, Footedale Site�
�

Saturday, March 16 � 1:00 pm�

SS Cyril & Methodius, Fairchance�
�

Sunday, March 17 � 3:00 pm�

Saint Joan of Arc, Farmington�
�

Monday, March 18 � 6:00 pm�

Saint Joseph, Uniontown�
�

Thursday, March 21 � 6:00 pm�

Saint Therese, Uniontown�

RECONCILIATION �

During the penitential season of Lent, we are encouraged 

to turn from sin and darkness and have a change of heart 

as we embrace and are embraced by Christ’s love.�

We are encouraged to be reconciled to the Lord�

early and often in this season.�
�

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered�

each Saturday 3:00 to 3:30 pm in Footedale�

and 5:00 to 5:30 pm in Masontown.�
�

Additionally, Regional Lenten Penance Services�

will be conducted as follows:�



�

The Practice of Stewardship�
�

The waters of Baptism make us part of the new covenant 

in Christ but the bishops’ pastoral letter on stewardship 

reminds us that “there is a fundamental obligation�

arising from the Sacrament of Baptism . . . that people 

place their gifts, their resources � their selves � at�

God’s service in and through the Church.”�

�

Thank you for  the following donations to�

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish that were given�

in memory of Fr. Peter L. Peretti�

by Carol Brady & Family and Colette Freiberg�

�

Stewardship of Treasure�

February 11:  $5,914; loose $507; monthly $2,000;�

children $5; online $437; total $8,863�

Our parish is grateful for your support!�

�

LENTEN FISH DINNERS�
�

The Christian Mothers will host Lenten Fish Dinners�

the Fridays of Lent.  The meals take place at the social 

hall in Footedale � 11:00 am to 6:00 pm; eat in or take 

out.  To place an order, please call 724�245�2932.�

This week’s homemade side dish is Haluski.�

�

The Knights of Columbus will host a Lenten Fish Fry�

each Friday during Lent at the cafeteria in Masontown�

10:00 am to 5:00 pm.  Dine in or take out.  To place�

an order, call 724�583�8210 or 724�970�4624.�

�

Again this year, Faith Formation and Youth Ministry�

will sponsor Basket Raffles during the Lenten Fish�

Dinners at both sites.  Proceeds will benefit activities�

that support both programs.  If you wish to help them�

by donating a basket, it can be delivered to the Parish�

Office in Masontown or the Social Hall in Footedale.  

Thank you for supporting our young people.�

�

SarrisFundrais ing .com �

Support our Faith Formation Program with your online 

order now through March 22.  Enter our code � 10�3965�

and place your order which will be shipped directly to 

your home.  A flat shipping fee of $5 per order applies.  �

�

The Saint Francis of Assisi Golden Group�

will meet at 11:30 am on Wednesday, February 21,�

at the social hall in Footedale.  Annual dues�

of $5.00 are payable at this meeting.�

Mindful of His covenant, the Lord promises never to�

destroy creation again by floodwaters.  By the waters of 

the flood the world was transformed.  By the waters of 

baptism we are transformed.  The waters of baptism bring 

salvation and forgiveness through the death of Christ.  

After fasting forty days and being put to the test,�

Jesus begins His public ministry.�

�

PARISH CASH BASH � Sunday, March 17 � at�

the social hall in Footedale.  Doors open at 2:00 pm;�

drawings begin at 2:30 and continue every ten minutes 

through 7:00 pm.  Tickets are $20, include food and�

refreshments and are now available at the Parish Office.�

The annual Catholic Home Missions Appeal is taken this 

weekend.  We are asked to provide material support and 

spiritual aid to Dioceses in the United States and its terri-

tories that are unable to provide pastoral services without 

assistance from sources other than their own.  Our support 

of this appeal will assist the Home Mission Dioceses in 

meeting basic pastoral needs for their parishioners.  For 

more information, visit www.usccb.org/home�missions  �



 �

 Saturday, February 17 �� Vigil:  1st Sunday of Lent�

  4:00 pm�F � Mike & Ann Bernot (Family)�

  6:00 pm�M � Elaine Kovak (SFOA Music Ministry)�

�

 Sunday, February 18 �� 1st Sunday of Lent

  8:00 am�M � Victor Salek Jr. (Anna Salek/Rose Lacey)�

  9:30 am�F � Pro Populo�

11:30 am�M � Donald & Ellen Duffy (Oppman Family)�

 Monday, February 19 �� Lenten Weekday�

  8:00 am�M� Sam Bartoni (Mary Anne Hritz)�

�

 Tuesday, February 20 �� Lenten Weekday�

  8:00 am�F� Cecelia Kaparic (Carl & Andrea Kois)�

�

 Wednesday, February 21 �� Saint Peter Damian�

  8:00 am�M� Joe Matyus Jr. (Bob Toth)�

  5:00 pm�M� Adoration�

  6:00 pm�M� Stations of the Cross & Benediction�
  �

 Thursday, February 22 �� Chair of Saint Peter�

  8:00 am�F� John V. Shinsky Jr. (Brother, Joey Carpeal)�

 �

 Friday, February 23 �� Saint Polycarp�

   8:00 am�M� Margaret Slovensky (John Pleban/Fam)�

 11:00 am�F� Adoration�

 12:00 pm�F� Stations of the Cross & Benediction�

�

 Saturday, February 24 �� Vigil: 2nd Sunday of Lent�

  3�3:30 pm�F� Confessions�

  4:00 pm�F � Helen Pollick (Bobby, Cindy & Sharon)�
�

  5:00�5:30 pm�M� Confessions  �

  6:00 pm�M � Irene O’Brien (Diane Keener)�
   �

 Sunday, February 25 �� 2nd Sunday of Lent

  8:00 am�M � Michael Shine (John & Kathy Pleban)�

  9:30 am�F � Pro Populo�

 11:30 am�M  � Frances Oravets (Paul & Irene Krokus)�

�

Mass Readings for the Week Ahead  �
�

  Monday:� Lv 19:1�18; Mt 25:31�46�

  Tuesday:� Is 55:10�11; Mt 6:7�15�

  Wednesday:� Jon 3:1�10; Lk 11:29�32�

  Thursday:� 1 Pt 5:1�4; Mt 16:13�19�

  Friday:� Ez 18:21�28; Mt 5:20�26�

  Saturday:� Dt 26:16�19; Mt 5:43�48�

  Next Sunday:  Gn 22:1�18; Rom 8:31b�34; Mk 9:2�10�

�

Memorial Candles burn this week in loving�

memory of or for the special intention of:�

�

† Sanctuary � All Parishioners�
�

† Blessed Mother � Mary Rohol�

requested by her family�
�

† Saint Joseph � Mike & Ann Bernot�

requested by their family�
�

Victor Salek, Jr.�

requested by Anna Salek & Rose Lacey�
�

† Saint Anthony � John V. Shinsky, Jr.�

requested by his parents�

Judy & Robert Carpeal & Family�
�

† Sacred Heart � Jerry Solomon�

requested by Sandy�

Ashes and rainbows make a strange combination.  

Ashes are dirty, messy and ugly.  Rainbows, on the 

other hand, are beautiful and inspiring but we�

encounter both at the beginning of Lent this year.  

On Wednesday, ashes were smudged on our�

foreheads as a sign of our mortality and sinfulness.  

Today we hear that God set a rainbow in the sky as�

a sign of the covenant with us.  As we begin this�

season of Lent, let us recognize both truths:  we are 

always in need of repentance but God stands ever 

waiting to forgive us.  As ashes remind us�

to repent of our sins, may rainbows remind us�

of God’s eternal forgiveness.�

�

Stations of the Cross�

Wednesday, February 21, in Masontown�

5:00 pm:  Adoration�

6:00 pm:  Stations of the Cross & Benediction�
�

Friday, February 23, in Footedale�

11:00 am:  Adoration�

12:00 pm:  Stations of the Cross & Benediction�

Question of the Week:�

How will I minister to others during these�

forty days of Lent?  Who is in need of my help?�

�

All of the Fridays of Lent are to�

be “meatless” for all Catholics.�

The Parish and Diocesan Offices will�

be closed on Monday in observance�

of the Presidents Day holiday.�
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DEARTH FUNERAL HOMEDEARTH FUNERAL HOME

New Salem, PANew Salem, PA
Clark B. Dearth               Clark B. Dearth               Since 1900

  Ben’s Auto Parts
For all your body shop supplies and mechanical needs!

107 River Avenue • Masontown, PA 15461
Phone:

724-583-8335
724-583-9656
1-800-446-8335

Fax:
724-583-7766

Email:
bensautopa
@gmail.com

SINCE
1976

Jerry’s Catering Service
“Where Our Noodle is Always Al’Dente”

Kathleen Ward Hughes, Owner
16 Legion Street, Republic, PA 15475

724-246-8889 or 724-785-3036
Like us on Facebook

JOHN S. MAYKUTH JR.
FUNERAL HOME

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

724-583-8811

 1878 McClellandtown Rd
Masontown • 724-952-1040

FREE DELIVERY
Store Hours:

M-F 9-9 Sat-Sun 9-5

compliments of

Terravecchia-HakyTerravecchia-Haky
home for funerals, inc.
Family Owned & OperatedFamily Owned & Operated

724-583-7777
www.terravecchiahakyfh.com • 515 N. Main Street • Masontown, PA 15461

Michael K. Sauritch
supervisor

John S. Terravecchia
owner/funeral director

& Beechwood Courts
147 LaFayette Manor Road
Uniontown,  PA 15401

724.430.4848

 Quality Inground &
 Above Ground Pools

1564 E. Roy Furman Hwy. • Carmichaels
724-966-2040

724-966-2477

 PATTERSON’S
 AUTOMOTIVE
 354 Ronco Rd. • Masontown
 724-322-2403
Complete automotive repair services.

COMPLETE CARBURETOR & FUEL INJECTION SERVICE
COMPLETE BRAKE, EXHAUST & SUSPENSION SERVICE

724-439-3669
Route 40 East • Uniontown, PA 15401

EQ MUFFLER & AUTO CENTER

• Room for 600 guests allows for social distancing
• Situated on 60 picturesque acres
• Perfect for your event, big or small
400 Old Rt. 21 Rd • McClellandtown, PA 15458
Call for updates. 724-439-3111 www.lakesidevenues.com

Compliments Of
Dan

Shimshock

Compliments of

Kathleen Packroni
Tax Collector

407 N. Main St. • Masontown

Ralph’s Garage Doors
Sales • Service • Installation

Doors & Parts • Electric Openers
 (724) 966-2879 Carmichaels

Uniontown Dental Associates
7829 NATIONAL PIKE

UNIONTOWN, PA 15401
Telephone (724) 438-0241

Office Hours By Appointment

KOPEC INSURANCE AGENCY
Lud Kopec • Cristy Kopec-Frantz

 An Independent Agency Representing
 the Erie Insurance Group

211 S. Main St. • Masontown • (724) 583-2634

BRODAK BEER
724-583-2222

CARMICHAELS BEER
724-966-7777

Please Drink Responsibly.

Knights of Columbus #4261
Masontown, PA

Charity, Unity, Fraternity, Patriotism
New Members Welcome!   724-583-8210

CROSSKEYS
H u m a n  S e r v i c e s ,  I n c .
Serving the Elderly & Chronically Mentally Ill

785-6180

NEW SALEM MINI MART
Fresh made Subs and Sandwiches

724-245-7335 • 88 West Main St., New Salem
www.newsalemminimart.com

Or you can visit our store at 301 North Main Street Masontown, PA 15461

Ready Mix Concrete & Supplies
313 State Route 166 - Masontown, PA 15461
724-583-8844 | www.PennPlusServices.com

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Sue Novosel

snovosel@4LPi.com 
 (800) 477-4574 x6318

John P. Banasick - Owner
724-554-6067

www.lifetimeawnings.com

PA150270

Veteran 
Owned 

And 
Operated

Ansel’s Tire Outlet
ATO INC

For all your automotive and truck tire needs!
1708 McClellandtown Rd, McClellandtown, PA 15458

724-737-5556

Installing, Repairing & Replacing Glass in 
Homes, Business & Industry

724-439-8600 • www.FayWestGlass.com

TRI-COUNTY HVAC

Call Terry or Tyler 724-785-7171 

Sales • Service
Installations

-FREE ESTIMATES-

Fayette Heating &
Air Conditioning

2100 University Dr. • Uniontown
724-439-2323 • fayetteheatingac.com

J & J Mechanical
Residential Heating & Cooling

Your Local, Authorized Lennox Dealer

~ 724-583-2687 ~
201 North Main                   Mason Town

4 Monroe Street
Uniontown, PA 15401

724-438-5400
fayettefurnace.com

BERISH
AGENCY, INC.

Insurance - Real Estate
“Celebrating 87 Years of Service”

1937 to 2024
12 South Main St. 

Masontown, PA 15461

724-583-7767
berishagency@atlanticbb.net

The AreA’s OldesT MOnuMenT COMpAny
50 e. FAyeTTe sT., uniOnTOwn, pA 15401

438-5200

Marshall’s 
onuments

John
M. Fabry 
CFSP, CPC,

Funeral Director

Custom
Monuments
& More

Robert T. Kish - Supervisor
1 Legion Street

Republic, PA 15475
O: 724.246.9466
F: 724.246.9467

John P. Duke - Supervisor
20 N. Mill St.

New Salem, PA 15468
O: 724.245.9261
F: 724.245.2909

john.fabry@verizon.net


