Rev. Dick Anthony Cortado
Administrator
dcortado@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Masses in Masontown
Monday, Wednesday, Friday ..8:00 am
Saturday .......cccceveeieenennn. 6:00 pm
Sunday............ 8:00 am & 11:30 am

Confessions: Saturday 5:00-5:30 pm
Adoration: First & Third
Fridays - 4:30 to 6:00 pm

Masses in Footedale
Tuesday & Thursday .......... 8:00 am
Saturday: .......cccceeveriiennnnnnn. 4:00 pm
Sunday.......ccceevvevieniieiennn, 9:30 am

Confessions: Saturday 3:00-3:30 pm
Adoration: Second & Fourth
Wednesdays - 12:30 to 2:00 pm

Office Hours: Monday through
Friday - 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Bulletin Articles: The deadline
for placing articles in the bulletin
is Monday at Noon.

New Parishioners, Welcome!
Please register as soon as possible.

Communion to the Homebound is
provided on a regular basis. Call the
Parish Office to be added to our list.

Sacrament of Baptism: By
appointment. Prior to your baby’s
Baptism, you must be a registered,

practicing member of this parish.

Sacrament of Marriage: Requires
parish membership by at least one of
the parties for six months prior to
making arrangements for marriage.
Weddings should be scheduled
one year in advance.

Prayer Chain: To request prayer,
please call Patty 724-245-9746
or Valeria 724-583-9460

Saint Francis of Assisi
of Western Fayette County

ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH

101 West Church Avenue, Masontown, Pennsylvania 15461
Phone: 724-583-7866
email: sfoafayette@dioceseofgreensburg.org
Website: www.sfoafayette.org

A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg
A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust

Bishop Larry J. Kulick, J.C.L.

February 25, 2024

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

LED THEM
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Thoughts fVDVI/L Father Awthow5 - Second Sunday of Lent - Year B

Today is the second Sunday of Lent. All the three readings center on Jesus,
the Son of God who was transfigured on His way to suffering. Abraham was willing to
sacrifice his son Isaac in the (First Reading), so God gave His Only Begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, for our sake (in the Second Reading). That same Son who had foretold His
suffering was transfigured to offset the scandal of the cross (in the Gospel). What would
happen to their faith if they were not given a glimpse of optimism prior to His tragic death?
Such love of Christ made Him decide to bring the disciples to a high mountain. This was
to allow them to witness His transfiguration where “ his clothes became dazzlingly white,
whiter than any earthly bleach could make them.”

Mark the evangelist narrates, “This is my beloved Son. Listen to him” - the Father’s thundering voice came
echoing to disciples Peter, James, and John, who were with the Lord at that time. Such loving devotion of the Father to
the Son, a protective and eternal love, an adoring affection made Jesus blush, shine with joy, foretaste His spirit up, and
made him so happy that He became very radiant, beaming, and glowing. Of course, the term used in the Gospel for this
is “transfiguration.” Love is transformative. It heals our wounds, changes our minds, and opens our hearts. It comforts
and strengthens us as it also inspires us to do the same to others. We can go for days without food, but an empty heart
deprived of love makes our suffering meaningless and our sacrifices pointless. In the words of St. John Paul II in
Redemptoris Hominis, “Man cannot live without love.”

The first reading explains how his trusting faith in his God’s mercy and power and his blind obedience to his
God’s order to sacrifice the only son of his old age, transformed the life of Abraham, making him the supreme model of
Faith. In the Second reading: God showed His love for us by allowing the transformation of the glorious preaching and
healing ministry of His Son to a tragic end, proving that God’s love has no limits. Today’s Responsorial Psalm (Ps 116)
speaks of God’s distress at the death of anyone. “Too costly in the eyes of the LORD is the death of His faithful.” In the
Transfiguration story in today’s Gospel, Jesus is revealed in His Heavenly glory, superior to Moses and Elijah.

The primary purpose of Jesus’ Transfiguration was to allow Him to consult His heavenly Father and ascertain
His plan for His Son’s suffering, death and Resurrection. God’s secondary aim was to make Jesus’ chosen disciples
aware of Jesus’ Divine glory, so that they might discard their worldly ambitions and dreams of a conquering political
Messiah and might be strengthened in their time of trial. A third aim was to give Jesus the conviction that He will be the
Son of God of His loving Father even during His suffering and death. Finally, by describing the theophany of Jesus’
Transfiguration, the Gospel gives us a glimpse of the Heavenly glory awaiting those who do God’s will by putting their
trusting Faith in Him.

Every sacrament we receive transforms our lives: for example, Baptism transforms us into children of God and
heirs of heaven. Confimmation transforms us to brave witnesses of and warriors for Christ. Reconciliation transforms
sinners to saints. The “transfiguration” in the Holy Mass is the source of our strength: In each Holy Mass, the bread
and wine we offer on the altar are transformed into the crucified and risen, living body and blood of Jesus by
transubstantiation. Just as Jesus’ transfiguration strengthened the apostles in their time of trial, each holy Mass should
be our source of Heavenly strength against temptations, and our renewal during Lent. In addition, our Holy Communion
with the living Jesus should be the source of our daily “transfiguration,” transforming our minds and hearts so that we
may do more good, by humble and selfless service to others.

Christ’s transfiguration gives us a message of encouragement and hope especially during this time. In moments
of doubt and during our dark moments of despair and hopelessness, pain and suffering, the thought of our future
transformation in Heaven will help us to reach out to God and to listen to His consoling words: “This is my beloved
son.” Let us offer our Lenten sacrifices to our Lord so that, through these practices of Lent and through the acceptance
of our daily crosses, we may grow closer to Him in His suffering, may share in the carrying of His cross and finally may
share the glory of His second “transfiguration,” namely, His Resurrection. We know that problems are just temporary,
that there will be light at the end of the tunnel. St. Paul reminds us, “for those who love God everything works out to
their advantage.” (Meditation based on today’s Gospel - Mark 9:2-10)
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Congratulations to Thomas Robbins who celebrated the
Call to Continuing Conversion of Candidates at Blessed
Sacrament Cathedral last Sunday. Please keep him in
prayer as he continues his journey to Full Communion
with the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil.
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LENT is a time for new life in Christ - a time when
Christians pause to listen to the voice of God calling
us back to Him. In these days of Lent, the Church sets
aside time for us to evaluate and reform our lives
in light of Jesus’ word to us: “The kingdom of God
is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
This Lent, let us turn to Jesus and ask Him to show
us His love and give us the ability to follow Him.

Help Form
Future Priests

Seminarian Tyler Randolph °

Priests bring people to Jesus and Jesus to pecple. Donating to the

Diccesan Lenten Appeal assures an investment in the formation of

our seminarians so they can grow in their relationship with Christ,

and knowledge of the Catholic Church and her teachings. Greensburg

Donate today at DioceseofGreensburg.org/DLA2024

Lenten Meditation - Preparing the Heart

Confession does for the soul what preparing the
land does for the field. Before the farmer sows the seed,
he works the acreage, removing the rocks and pulling the
stumps. He knows that seed grows better if the land is
prepared. Confession is the act of inviting God to walk
the acreage of our hearts. “There is a rock of greed over
here, Father, I can’t budge it ... that tree of guilt near the
fence? lts roots are long and deep, and may I show you
some dry soil, too crusty for seed?”

God’s seed grows better if the soil of the heart is
cleared and so the Father and the Son walk the field to-
gether; digging and pulling, preparing the heart for fruit.
Confession invites the Father to work the soil of the soul.

- In the Grip of Grace

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered
each Saturday 3:00 to 3:30 pm in Footedale
and 5:00 to 5:30 pm in Masontown.

Additionally our parish will host the

Regional Lenten Penance Service

at 6:00 pm on Thursday, March 14,
at the Footedale Worship Site.

Regional Lenten Penance Services
Tuesday, March 12 - 6:00 pm
Saint Cecilia, Grindstone
1 Thursday, March 14 - 6:00 pm
Saint Francis of Assisi, Footedale Site

Saturday, March 16 - 1:00 pm
SS Cyril & Methodius, Fairchance

Sunday, March 17 - 3:00 pm
Saint Joan of Arc, Farmington

Monday, March 18 - 6:00 pm
Saint Joseph, Uniontown

Thursday, March 21 - 6:00 pm

Saint Therese, Uniontown
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St Joseph

Saint Joseph, the foster father of Jesus and the spouse
of Mary, the Mother of God, is the head of the Holy
Family. By his prayers, family life is blessed and
protected in the home and in the Church.

During March, please pray with Pope Francis for new
martyrs. Let us pray that those who risk their lives
for the Gospel in various parts of the world might imbue
the Church with their courage and missionary drive.

The Practice of Stewardship
Abraham was prepared to sacrifice his only son, Isaac.
Saint Paul reminds us that God Himself “did not spare

His own Son.” Are my gifts to the Lord - of my
resources, of my time, of myself - also sacrificial?

Stewardship of Treasure
February 18: $5.439; loose $765;
monthly $476; children $8; online $470;
Ash Wednesday $2,007; total $9,165

Our parish is grateful for your support!

Paper Products to share with our local food banks
will be collected next weekend. Thank you in advance
for your generous support of those who are in need.

PARISH CASH BASH - Sunday, March 17 & - at
the social hall in Footedale. Doors open at 2:00 pm;
drawings begin at 2:30 and continue every ten minutes
through 7:00 pm. Tickets are $20, include food and
refreshments and are now available at the Parish Office.

SarrisFundraising.com
Support our Faith Formation Program with your online
order now through March 22. Enter our code - 10-3965
and place your order which will be shipped directly to
your home. A flat shipping fee of $5 per order applies.

Diocese of Greensburg

Saint Joseph Pilgrimage
March 18 & 19,2024

Bishop Larry [, Kulick will lead a pilgrimage o the four Saimt loseph
parishes and Blessed Sacrament Cathedral o dedicate the [hocese
of Greenshurng o the guardisnship and protection of Saint Joseph.
Each she adong the pigrimage will focus on a diffesest aspect of
laseph as o faithiul disciple, helping us o strengthen and rededicate
wur own relationship with Jesus Christ

Saint Joseph: Patron of Workers
Monday, March 18, 6 PM

Saint Joseph Parish, New Kensingion

Evening Prayer with special presentation on Saini Joseph the
Worker by author Mike Aguiling from the Saint Paul Censer for
Bibilical Theobogy,

Saini Joseph: Patron of a Happy Death
Tuesday, March 19, 9 Am
Saint Joseph Parish, Derry
Muorning Prayer for Saint Joseph, Patron of a Happy Death, with
presentation on estate and funeral planning

Mass for the Solemnity of Saint Joseph
Tuesday, March 18, 11:45 AM

Blessed Sacrament Cathedral, Greenshurg

Mass for the Sobemnity of Saint Joseph with Promulgation of Bishop
Kulick's Pasioral Leter dodicating the Disoose 1o the guandianship
and profection of Saint Joseph. boin ws for this lvestreamed event!

Saint Joseph: Patron of Immigrants
Tuesday, March 19, 2:30 Py
Saint Joseph Parish, Eversan
Afterrsoon Prayer with Building a Saint Joseph Altar. All are imvised
10 baring non-perishable food and supplies w offer in thanksgiving
Tor Saint joseph’s intercession. lems donated will be distributed w
Tamilies in need throughout the Discese.
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Saint Joseph: Protector 8.8
ol the Eucharistic Lord

Tuesday, March 19, 6 M

Sadmt Joseph Parish, Unlontown

Huoly Hour with presemation on Saing Joseph, D 2
Protector of the Ewecharistic Lord, Patron of o
Families, and Fosterer of Yocations,

DioceseofGreensburg.org/StJoseph

FAY-WEST GLASS

VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1992

installing, Repairing & Replacing Glass in
Homes, Business & Industry et
i \}‘24-439—3600 « www.FayWestGlass.com/ | Jd
P Al Sl

LENTEN FISH DINNERS

The Christian Mothers will host Lenten Fish Dinners
the Fridays of Lent. The meals take place at the social
hall in Footedale - 11:00 am to 6:00 pm; eat in or take

out. To place an order, please call 724-245-2932.
This week’s homemade side dish is Pierogi.

The Knights of Columbus will host a Lenten Fish Fry
each Friday during Lent at the cafeteria in Masontown
10:00 am to 5:00 pm. Dine in or take out. To place
an order, call 724-583-8210 or 724-970-4624.

Girl Scout Cookie Sale - after all Masses March 2 & 3.
Hosted by the Masontown Girl Scouts, the cookies are
$6 per box. Questions? Contact bethanyio@yahoo.com

The Saint Vincent Concert Series presents Melodies of
the Sheng and Guanzi: a concert of music from China
an evening of classical, folk and original music from
China on Friday, March 15, at 7pm in the Saint Vincent
College Performing Arts Center. Admission is free.

Lenten Day of Recollection for All Women - March 17
at St. Rita Parish, Connellsville beginning at 1:30 pm.
Retreat Master is Fr. John Bednarik, OFM Cap. The day
includes reflection, Stations of the Cross, Rosary and
Benediction. Cost of $20 includes a catered dinner.
Make reservations by March 11 by calling 724-628-6832.




AMASS SCHEDULE

Saturday, February 24 -- Vigil: 2nd Sunday of Lent
4:00 pm-F Helen Pollick (Jimmy, Bobby, Cindy, Sharon)
6:00 pm-M Irene O’Brien (Diane Keener)

Sunday, February 25 -- 2nd Sunday of Lent

8:00 am-M Michael Shine (John & Kathy Pleban)
9:30 am-F Pro Populo
11:30 am-M Frances Oravets (Paul & Irene Krokus)

Monday, February 26 -- Lenten Weekday
8:00 am-M George & Elizabeth Parish (DrMary Anne)

Tuesday, February 27 -- Lenten Weekday
8:00 am-F James Olesko (Lenny & Dianne Ferek)

Wednesday, February 28 -- Lenten Weekday

8:00 am-M George Rantovich (Tom/Denise Robbins)
5:00 pm-M Adoration

6:00 pm-M Stations of the Cross & Benediction
Thursday, February 29 -- Lenten Weekday

8:00 am-F Robert C. Cole (Barry/Monica Jordan)

Friday, March 1 -- Lenten Weekday

8:00 am-M Betty Berish (Mary Anne Hritz)
11:00 am-F Adoration
12:00 pm-F Stations of the Cross & Benediction
Saturday, March 2 -- Vigil: 3rd Sunday of Lent
3-3:30 pm-F Confessions
4:00 pm-F Pro Populo

5:00-5:30 pm-M  Confessions
6:00 pm-M Ann Valusek (Rick/Nancy Zatlokovicz)

Sunday, March 3 -- 3rd Sunday of Lent

8:00 am-M Richard Zaiglin (George Parish)
9:30 am-F James W. Nagg (Janelle Mrazek)
11:30 am-M Josephine Yash (SFOA Christian Mothers)

Mass Readings for the Week Ahead
Monday: Dn 9:4-10; Lk 6:36-38 Y,
Tuesday: Is 1:10-20; Mt 23:1-12 d >
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20; Mt 20:17-28 H
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10; Lk 16:19-31 ays
Friday: Gn 37:3-28; Mt 21:33-46
Saturday: Mi 7:14-20; Lk 15:1-3,11-32; Lk 15:1-32
Next Sunday: Ex 20:1-17; 1 Cor 1:22-25; Jn 2:13-25

Coffee and Donuts will be available after
all Masses next Sunday, March 3.
Please plan to join us!

€.

All of the Fridays of Lent are to
be “meatless” for all Catholics.

As we continue our Lenten journey today, we hear
stories of two significant journeys in the history of
our faith. Abraham travels to a distant land with
his precious son, Isaac, where his devotion and
obedience to God will be put to their greatest test.
Jesus leads His closest disciples up a high
mountain where He will be transfigured in glory.

May our practice of the Lenten disciplines of
fasting, prayer and almsgiving transform us
into more loving and devoted disciples.

The Transfiguration left the disciples with more questions
than answers. What had they just seen? What had they
just heard? They were confused, but they trusted Jesus.

Let’s follow in their example, trusting in God’s care
as we journey deeper into Lent. How do I think God
would want my life to be transfigured this Lent? Am I
willing to say “hineni” to accept that change to my life?

Wednesday, February 28, in Masontown
5:00 pm: Adoration
6:00 pm: Stations of the Cross & Benediction

Friday, March 1, in Footedale
11:00 am: Adoration
12:00 pm: Stations of the Cross & Benediction

Memorial Candles burn this week in loving
memory of or for the special intention of:

T Sanctuary - The Four Chaplains
of the USAT Dorchester
T Blessed Mother - Helen Ozanick
requested by daughter, Judy & Robert Carpeal
& Family
T Saint Joseph - Mike “Sonny” Magazine
requested by Rose Magazine & Family
T Sacred Heart - Denny Capriotti
requested by Ken Rosnack




AT RACRER
r Family Owned Funeral Home

J & J MECHANICAL

Residential Heating & Cooling
Your Local, Authorized Lennox Dealer

~ 724-583-2687 ~

9
arshall’s
onuments
THE AREA’S OLDEST MONUMENT COMPANY

50 E. FAYETTE St., UNIONTOWN, PA 15401
438-5200

201 North Main Mason Town

1878 McClellandtown Rd
™\, Masontown ¢ 724-952-1040

FREE DELIVERY

Store Hours:
M-F 9-9 Sat-Sun 9-5

Ell.ﬁ.‘;l'\.\'} DRUG

JOHN S. MAYKUTH JR. omoliments o
FUNERAL HOME CROSSKEYS X bcl 7! Pt J/; ) BRODAK BEER
RN ATVl | Human Services, Inc. ‘}IfAXeéZLL:CCTO?m ¢ CARMICHAELS BEER
Serving the Elderly & Chronically Mentally 0
724-583-8811 o 7%5-61 30 . Y 407 N. Main St. ®* Masontown Please Drink Responsibly.
DEARTH FUNERAL HOME Jerry’s Catering Service ||Ralph’s Garage Doors

New Salem, PA

Clark B. Dearth Since 1900

P~ “Where Our Noodle is Always Al'Dente”

Kathleen Ward Hughes, O
,5- ‘i“—ﬁ ___p}{ 16 L:glo?\egtre?;; ReL;‘)?Jlesc P‘/IAVT:;?S
{ ‘x" 724-246-8889 or 724-785-3036
Yoy I Like us on Facebook

Sales - Service « Installation
Doors & Parts « Electric Openers

(724) 966-2879 Carmichaels

724-966-2477
T

Uniontown Dental Associates
7829 NATIONAL PIKE
UNIONTOWN, PA 15401

Telephone (724) 438-0241

724-438-5400

fayettefurnace.com

4 Monroe Street
Uniontown, PA 15401
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IND US TRIES

BERISH

AGENCY, INC.
Insurance - Real Estate
‘Celebrating 87 Years of Service”
1937 to 2024
12 South Main St.
Masontown, PA 15461

724-583-7767

4

berishagency@atlanticbb.net

Office Hours By Appointment
Ben's Aute Pants S

For all your body shop supplies and mechanical needs!
107 River Avenue - Masontown, PA 15461
Phone: Fax Email:

724-583-8335 o
bensautopa
724-583-9656  724-583- 7766 @gmail.com

)

1-800-446-8335

PA150270

Lifetime
Awnings

John P. Banasick - Owner
724-554-6067
www.lifetimeawnings.com

Veteran
Owned

'%

LaFayette Manor, Inc.
& Beechwood Courts

147 LaFayette Manor Road
Uniontown, PA 15401

— 724.430.4848 —

SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

N

Fayette Heating &
Air Conditioning

2100 University Dr. - Uniontown
724-439-2323 - fayetteheatingac.com

HOME FOR FUNERALS, INC. 'Pé

Family Owned & Operated
724-583-7777

www.terravecchiahakyfh.com e 515 N. Main Street « Masontown, PA 15461

Michael K. Sauritch

SUPERVISOR

John S. Terravecchia

OWNER|FUNERAL DIRECTOR

—» EQ MUFFLER & AUTO CENTER
COMPLETE CARBURETOR & FUEL INJECTION SERVICE
COMPLETE BRAKE, EXHAUST & SUSPENSION SERVICE

724-439-3669
Route 40 East ¢ Uniontown, PA 15401

NEW SALEM MINI MART
Fresh made Subs and Sandwiches
724-245-7335 « 88 West Main St., New Salem
www.newsalemminimart.com

John

M. Fabry
CFSP, CPC,

Funeral Director

ustom
Monuments
& More

- Room for 600 guests allows for social distancing
- Situated on 60 picturesque acres
- Perfect for your event, big or small

%

LAKESIDE

FEMMN PLLUS, LLC

-.5\
Ready Mix Concrete & Supplies

313 State Route 166 - Masontown, PA 15461

VEMNUES

400 0ld Rt. 21 Rd - McClellandtown, PA 15458

724-583-8844 | www.PennPlusServices.com

Kish-
Funeral Home,
e pramsionate prrolessionals
Robert T. Kish - Supervisor

1 Legion Street

Republic, PA 15475
0: 724.246.9466
F: 724.246.9467

LET'S GROW
YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Sue Novosel

snovosel@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x6318

abr

Ine.

John P. Duke - Supervisor
20 N. Mill St.
New Salem, PA 15468
0O: 724.245.9261
F: 724.245.2909
john.fabry @verizon.net

NOW HIRING
Casivier
MWyntenancy

Seaonl

Ansel’s Tire Outlet
ATO INC
For all your automotive and truck tire needs!

1708 McClellandtown Rd, McClellandtown, PA 15458
724-737-5556

Compliments Of

Dan
Shimshock

354 Ronco Rd. ® Masonfown

724-322-2403

3

42 Knights of Columbus #4261
r Masontown, PA

Charity, Unity, Fraternity, Patriotism
New Members Welcome! 724-583-8210

@ 4-D-5-3

FAY-WEST GLASS

e VETERAN DIWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 192
‘ Installing, Repairing & Replacing Glass in
Homes, Business & Industry

S Quality Inground &
!! Above Ground Pools
DOOlS
1564 E. Roy Furman Hwy. - Carmichaels
724-966-2040

= \724 -439-8600 » www.FayWestGlass.com, |!d i

TRANE

S

é\ Insurance’

KOPEC INSURANCE AGENCY | kA
Lud Kopec ¢ Cristy Kopec-Frantz

An Independent Agency Representing
the Erie Insurance Group

211'S. Main St. « Masontown ¢ (724) 583-2634

Ay Erie

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 & www.4lpi.com

TRI-COUNTY HVAC

-FREE ESTIMATES-
Call Terry or Tyler 724-785-7171

Sales * Service
Installations

14-0702



