Rev. Dick Anthony Cortado
Administrator
dcortado@dioceseofgreensburg.org

Masses in Masontown
Monday, Wednesday, Friday ..8:00 am
Saturday .......cccceveeieenennn. 6:00 pm
Sunday............ 8:00 am & 11:30 am

Confessions: Saturday 5:00-5:30 pm
Adoration: First & Third
Fridays - 4:30 to 6:00 pm

Masses in Footedale
Tuesday & Thursday .......... 8:00 am
Saturday: .......cccceeveriiennnnnnn. 4:00 pm
Sunday.......ccceevvevieniieiennn, 9:30 am

Confessions: Saturday 3:00-3:30 pm
Adoration: Second & Fourth
Wednesdays - 12:30 to 2:00 pm

Office Hours: Monday through
Friday - 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Bulletin Articles: The deadline
for placing articles in the bulletin
is Monday at Noon.

New Parishioners, Welcome!
Please register as soon as possible.

Communion to the Homebound is
provided on a regular basis. Call the
Parish Office to be added to our list.

Sacrament of Baptism: By
appointment. Prior to your baby’s
Baptism, you must be a registered,

practicing member of this parish.

Sacrament of Marriage: Requires
parish membership by at least one of
the parties for six months prior to
making arrangements for marriage.
Weddings should be scheduled
one year in advance.

Prayer Chain: To request prayer,
please call Patty 724-245-9746
or Valeria 724-583-9460

Saint Francis of Assisi
of Western Fayette County

ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH

101 West Church Avenue, Masontown, Pennsylvania 15461
Phone: 724-583-7866
email: sfoafayette@dioceseofgreensburg.org
Website: www.sfoafayette.org

A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg
A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust

Bishop Larry J. Kulick, J.C.L.

February 4, 2024
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He told them, “Let us go on to the nearby villages that | may
preach there also. For this purpose have | come.” - Mk 1:38

5 from the Lectionary for
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[ Thoughts 'fYOV\/L Father AVL’CVIDVL@ - Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B

In today’s Gospel, the Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, we have Jesus curing many
| who were sick including the mother-in-law of Peter. As a result, many sick people came
and sought Him for healing. But this story is not about power and popularity. It is about
service. It is about seeing what needs to be done and doing it. Notice that this miracle
happens inside Peter’s home. There is no one there to see it, no one there to impress. It
occurs even privately.

We have two assurances from today’s gospel. First. Jesus will take care of those whom we love. As
we sacrifice our loved ones for Him and as we give up our comfort so that we can serve Jesus undividedly and
dedicate ourselves, our whole self for His mission, Jesus will surely do something good, beneficial, and
rewarding to them. Jesus will take care of our worries and concern about our families. This is attested when
Jesus healed the mother-in-law of Simon Peter. Second, Jesus is available for all. Jesus is for all. Jesus will
do everything for us. He will always help and heal people. The gospel tells us that Jesus cured many who
were sick with various diseases, and He drove out many demons. Jesus is always reaching out to us. He will
be the first one to come to us. He will look for us. Remember, Jesus will never stop until He finds us.

When Jesus heals us and lifts us from our downfall in life, we are then pressed into service. We need
to share what we experienced with Jesus. Today’s gospel scene shows Jesus in action during a typical day.
All day long people practically assault Him with their many needs, and He gives tirelessly of Himself to all
who come to Him. And this is repeated day after day, for He is constantly on the move, yet He doesn’t seem
to undergo what we call in the modern parlance the “burnout syndrome.” He seems to have an endless
reservoir of energy. What is the source of all that energy? What is the secret of this man’s spiritual power?
What hidden headstreams provide Him with a constantly renewed supply of patience, love, compassion, and
tenderness.

The second part of our passage holds the key to the mystery of Jesus’ hidden source of life and energy.
The text says: “Rising early the next morning, he went off to a lonely place in the dessert; there he was
absorbed in prayer.” So then, prayer was what fed Jesus’ unlimited supply of spiritual energy. That is why I
firmly believe the dictum that says, “When we work we work but when we pray God works.” 1t is as if God
were taking things in hand and that is exactly what happens when we pray. God enters our lives and makes us
far more effective than before. He also fills us with His peace and His joy and thus, God becomes our hidden
source of strength, our secret reservoir of vitality, our wellsprings of energy. Regular prayer does all that - and
more.

A concrete example is this: I read something about how we can pray with our fingers. The thumb is
the finger closest to our hearts, reminding us to pray for our families and loved ones. The pointing finger
reminds us to pray for those who point and lead like: the Pope, the bishops, priests, religious brothers and
sisters, parents and teachers. The middle finger is the biggest and tallest finger reminding us to pray for our
leaders and those who govern us. The ring finger is the weakest finger, reminding us to pray for those who are
weak like: the sick, the poor, the lost, the dependents and sinners. Finally is the small finger, which reminds
us to pray for the children and all the “little ones” in the world today. The gesture of our hands play an
important role in prayer. In prayer the Church is confirmed in her solidarity with the weak who are oppressed,
the vulnerable who are manipulated, the children who are exploited and everyone who is in any way
discriminated against.” With this, we can continue to serve and do the work of love by prayer. No matter
what the cost.

No matter how tired or afraid we may become. No matter what dangers or doubts may stand in our
way. The love of Christ encourages us onward. Pray . .. Meditation based on today’s Gospel - Mark 1:29-39
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BEGINS THE SEASON OF LENT

LENT begins on February 14 (Ash Wednesday) and
continues until the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
on Holy Thursday which then begins the Sacred Paschal
Triduum. Please pray this week about what you will
do to make this Lent extraordinary in your life.

Daily Mass, Stations of the Cross, prayer, fasting,
almsgiving, reading or study, works of charity are all
ways by which Lent can become a special time of grace.

The Lenten issue of The Word Among Us
is available at the church entrances this weekend.
The theme is Return to Me with All Your Heart.
This publication contains daily Mass Readings and
Meditations, a variety of inspiring essays, a Lenten
Examination of Conscience and more.

There is also a limited supply of The Little Black Book
available. The idea is to find six minutes of quiet time
every day for the next 50 days and walk through this
Little Book a page at a time. The left-hand page has a
variety of quotes, information and timely thoughts while
the right hand side takes us through the Passion according
to Luke with explanations and reflections along the way.

Please take a copy of each and allow them to guide you
to a closer relationship with God this Lenten season.
The suggested offering is $1.00 per book.

Creating A Lenten Prayer Corner
With Lent quickly approaching, take some time now
to create a space in your home to focus on prayer. Your
Prayer Corner might include: A Crucifix to draw your
eye to Jesus and remember His sacrifice for our sakes.
A Rosary to gain the great graces promised by the
Blessed Mother. Holy Water to use to bless yourself
before beginning to pray. A Candle to light and
center your focus on Christ, the Light of the World.
Spiritual Reading to guide your devotions. The Bible,
The Lives of the Saints, The Word Among Us and
The Little Black Book for Lent are some good choices.

RECONCILIATION
During the penitential season of Lent, we are encouraged
to turn from sin and darkness and have a change of
heart as we embrace and are embraced by Christ’s love.
We are encouraged to be reconciled to the Lord early and
often in this season. The Sacrament of Reconciliation
is offered each Saturday 3:00 to 3:30 pm in Footedale
and 5:00 to 5:30 pm in Masontown.

LENTEN FISH DINNERS

The Christian Mothers will host Lenten Fish Dinners
the Fridays of Lent - February 16 through March 22.
The meals will take place at the social hall in
Footedale from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm; eat in or take
out. The first week side dish is homemade pierogi.
To place an order, please call 724-245-2932.

The Knights of Columbus will host a Lenten Fish Fry
on Ash Wednesday and each Friday during Lent at
the cafeteria in Masontown - 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.

Dine in or take out. To order, call 724-583-8210.

Again this year, Faith Formation and Youth Ministry
will sponsor Basket Raffles during the Lenten Fish
Dinners at both sites. Proceeds will benefit activities
that support both programs. If you wish to help them
by donating a basket, it can be delivered to the Parish
Office in Masontown or the Social Hall in Footedale.
Thank you for supporting our young people.

Jesus went from town to town, synagogue to
synagogue, following the need. He follows it still,
to this very day. Your life is the town He is visiting,
your heart is the synagogue where He preaches.
Remember that - for this purpose - He has come.

Diocesan Saint Joseph Pilgrimage
Bishop Larry J. Kulick will lead a pilgrimage to the four
Saint Joseph parishes across the Diocese of Greensburg
and at Blessed Sacrament Cathedral as he dedicates the
Diocese to the patronage of St. Joseph on March 18 & 19.

Bishop Kulick’s dedication is for the Eucharistic Revival
Year of Mission in 2024, the Jubilee Year of 2025
and the 75™ anniversary of the Diocese of
Greensburg in 2026.

Patron of the universal Church, of families, workers,
immigrants and a happy death, Saint Joseph nurtured
the child Jesus in the first Eucharistic Adoration chapel
in his home in Nazareth, responded with faith each time
he was called by God and is a model to us of faithful
discipleship as we live our mission as Eucharistic people.

Each site along the pilgrimage will focus on a different
aspect of Joseph as a faithful disciple, helping us to
strengthen and rededicate our own relationship with

Jesus Christ. The faithful are encouraged to participate
in the pilgrimage, which will include the following:

Tuesday, March 19: Saint Joseph Parish, Uniontown
Holy Hour beginning at 6:00 pm with a presentation
on Saint Joseph protector of the Eucharistic Lord.
A reception will follow and all are welcome.




The Practice of Stewardship

Like Saint Paul in today’s second reading, the good
steward can say, “I do all that I do for the sake of the
Gospel in the hope of sharing in its blessings.”
See 1 Corinthians 9:23

Paper Products to share with our local food banks
are collected on the first weekend of each month.
If you have these items to donate, please place them
in the containers that are provided. Thank you for
your willingness to help those who are in need.

The Initial envelope in your packets helps to defray
the cost of the production and mailing of our annual
envelope sets. Thank you for your support!

If you are not receiving envelopes, please contact
the Parish Office. In an effort to help keep mailing
costs down, non-use of the envelopes for six months
or more results in them being discontinued.

Online Giving is available. Scan our QR code
located on the front of our bulletin to get started.

2023 Contribution Statements have been mailed.
Thank you to all who support our parish.¥

Stewardship of Treasure
January 28: $6,497; loose $489; monthly $440;
children $8; online $282; Initial $40; totaling $7,756
Our parish is very grateful for your support!

Restore the Church - Build the Future
Eastern European Appeal this weekend
This week our special collection supports the Church
in Central and Eastern Europe. Your donation helps
restore the Church and build the future in more than
twenty five countries still struggling to recover from
former communist rule and now the war in Ukraine.
Funds from this collection support reconstruction,
education, formation, and poverty outreach.

We are called to continue to offer hope to fellow
Catholics by providing both material and spiritual
assistance as they face enormous challenges.
Thank in advance you for your generous response.
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Memorial Mass for Father Alvin Cabungcal
6:00 pm Thursday, February 8, at Saint John the
Baptist Church, 3332 Pittsburgh Rd., Perryopolis

Light refreshments will follow in the Parish
Social Hall. All are welcome to attend.

In your charity please pray for the repose of the soul of
t Father Peter Perretti, former pastor of the former
Saint Procopius and Saint Thomas Parishes, who
entered eternal life on Tuesday, January 30.

May God grant to him eternal life and comfort
his family. May he rest in peace.¥

PARISH CASH BASH - Sunday, March 17 - at
the social hall in Footedale. Doors open at 2:00 pm;
drawings begin at 2:30 and continue every ten minutes
through 7:00 pm. Tickets are $20, include food and

refreshments and are now available at the Parish Office.

SarrisFundraising.com
Support our Faith Formation Program with your online
order now through March 22. Enter our code - 10-3965
and place your order which will be shipped directly to
your home. A flat shipping fee of $5 per order applies.

Pysanky Egg Decorating Classes
Saint John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Church,
201 E Main St., Uniontown, offers Pysanky (Slavic,
Eastern European and Ukrainian style egg decorating)
Classes on Monday evenings (6-8pm) February 12
through March 18. Questions? call 724-438-1382,
leave your name and phone number. All are welcome!

Retrouvaille is not just a Weekend - it is a program
of the Weekend plus six Post Weekend Sessions
where subjects like forgiveness, trust and commitment
are dealt with in more detail. The next Weekend begins
February 16. Learn more about Retrouvaille by
clicking on “Program Info” at helpourmarriage.org

Thursday Morning Bible Study, Identifying Lesser
Known Prophets of the Passion, February 22, 29
and March 7 & 14, 10/11:30 am - in person and
virtual - presented by Sister Melita Marie, OSBM.
Registration ($20 per session) is due by February 19.
Contact Mount St. Macrina House of Prayer by phone
724-438-7149 or by email at hpmsm(@verizon.net.

Stepping Stones Bereavement Support begins a new
session on March 4 for the newly bereaved and those still
struggling with their grief after an extended period of
time. The program is held at Third Presbyterian Church,
425 Union St., Uniontown on Mondays 7:00 to 8:30 pm.
The program uses articles, DVDs and conversation.
For questions/registration, call Lillian at 724-439-1683.

Uniontown Dental Associates

Dr. Jonathan Krizner
Dr. Jennifer Harr

General and Cosmetic Dentistry
7829 National Pike, Uniontown

724-438-0241




AMASS SCHEDULE

Saturday, February 3 -- Vigil: 5t Ordinary Sunday
4:00 pm-F George & Mary Matis (Children)
6:00 pm-M Helen Ricco (Frank & Colleen Ricco)

Sunday, February 4 -- 5 Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 am-M Fr. Alvin Cabungcal (Joe/Judy Bogozi)
9:30 am-F Dolores Sofranko (Betty Gorman)
11:30 am-M Pro Populo

Monday, February S -- Saint Agatha
8:00 am-M Linda Marano (Sebastian/Gracie Suba)

Tuesday, February 6 -- Saint Paul Miki & Companions
8:00 am-F John Reagan (Rosemary Reagan)

Wednesday, February 7 -- Weekday

8:00 am-M Aura Lozar (Rick/Nancy Zatlokovicz)
12:30-2:00 pm-F  Adoration / Confessions

Thursday, February 8 -- Weekday

8:00 am-F Rosemarie Laurita (Dtr, Mariann/ Family)

Friday, February 9 -- Weekday
8:00 am-M Jean F. Yasechko (Charles R. Yasechko)

Saturday, February 10 -- Vigil: 6™ Ordinary Sunday
3-3:30 pm-F Confessions
4:00 pm-F Joan Cech (Jim & Lance Newman)

5:00-5:30 pm-M  Confessions
6:00 pm-M Mary Homa (Sharon & Mark Lovett)

Sunday, February 11 -- 6™ Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 am-M Mary Michalik (Daughter, Janet)

9:30 am-F Pro Populo

11:30 am-M Teofilio Pates (Rick/Nancy Zatlokovicz)
Mass Readings for the Week Ahead

Monday: 1 Kgs 8:1-13; Mk 6:53-56

Tuesday: 1 Kgs 8:22-30; Mk 7:1-13

Wednesday: 1 Kgs 10:1-10; Mk 7:14-23

Thursday: 1 Kgs 11:4-13; Mk 7:24-30

Friday: 1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19; Mk 7:31-37

Saturday: 1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34; Mk 8:1-10

Next Sunday: Lv 13:1-2,4446; 1 Cor 10:31-11:1; Mk 1:4045

Question of the Week:
How do I best learn more deeply about Jesus?

Eucharistic Adoration

Wednesday, February 7, in Footedale

12:30-1:30 pm: Adoration / Confessions

1:30-1:45 pm: Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena

1:45-2:00 pm: Benediction
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We gather on this midwinter day, as we do each
Sunday, to celebrate the meal that Jesus left us

so that we could be nourished by Him as we
continue our journey to the kingdom. We give
praises and thanks to God for this opportunity,
even as we acknowledge our failings, our

sinfulness, and our need for God’s mercy. Let
us lift our voices in song and prayer to our God.

il i il

BLESSED CANDLES

Last week at Candlemas, candles were blessed,
including baptismal candles for some not yet born. Today
is a day to check the fragile flame of our own baptismal
candles. Against February’s customary lethargy, its back-
ground whines and ailments, the liturgy summons us to
life, grasps us by the hand and sends us to serve in
Christ’s name.

Blessed Candles for home use will be available
after all Masses this weekend and throughout the week.
There are two candles per box; the offering is $4.00.
Blessed candles should be used in the home at times of
any special danger, blessing or family devotion.

Memorial Candles burn this week in loving
memory of or for the special intention of:

T Sanctuary - John & Betty Reagan
requested by Rosemary Reagan

Andrew & Carol Mihallik
requested by the Mihallik Family
T Blessed Mother - Mary Homa

requested by Sharon & Mark
Alice Wallace
requested by Maureen & Dennis
T Saint Joseph - Bob Brown
requested by Mary Anne Hritz
T Saint Anthony - Father Anthony
World Day for Consecrated Life

T Sacred Heart - Health of Lisa
requested by her husband & son
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