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Rev. Dick Anthony Cortado�

Administrator�

dcortado@dioceseofgreensburg.org�

�

�

Monday, Wednesday, Friday����8:00 am�

Saturday������������������������������6:00 pm�

Sunday��������������8:00 am & 11:30 am�
�

Confessions: Saturday 5:00�5:30 pm�

Adoration:  First & Third�

Fridays � 4:30 to 6:00 pm�

�

Tuesday & Thursday������������8:00 am�

Saturday:�����������������������������4:00 pm�

Sunday����������������������������������9:30 am�
�

Confessions:  Saturday 3:00�3:30 pm�

Adoration:  Second & Four th 

Wednesdays � 12:30 to 2:00 pm�

�

Office Hours:  Monday through 

Friday � 9:00 am to 4:00 pm�

�

Bulletin Articles:  The deadline�

for placing articles in the bulletin�

is Monday at Noon.�

�

New Parishioners, Welcome!�

Please register as soon as possible.  �

�

Communion to the Homebound is 

provided on a regular basis.  Call the 

Parish Office to be added to our list.�

�

Sacrament of Baptism:  By 

appointment.  Prior to your baby’s 

Baptism, you must be a registered, 

practicing member of this parish.�

�

Sacrament of Marriage:  Requires 

parish membership by at least one of 

the parties for six months prior to 

making arrangements for marriage.  

Weddings should be scheduled�

one year in advance.�

�

Prayer Chain:  To request prayer , 

please call Patty 724�245�9746�

or Valeria 724�583�9460�

� April 7, 2024�

�

R O M A N  C A T H O L I C  P A R I S H �

�
�

101 West Church Avenue, Masontown, Pennsylvania  15461�
�

Phone:  724�583�7866�
�

email:  sfoafayette@dioceseofgreensburg.org�
�

Website:  www.sfoafayette.org�

�

�

Saint Francis of Assisi�

of Western Fayette County�

A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg�

A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust�
�

Bishop Larry J. Kulick, J.C.L.�



�

 �

Divine Mercy Sunday�

� If you are called up to a place and blindfolded and a bucket full of water is placed in front of you, you are asked 

if it was empty or full.  What are ways you can learn the answer to such an inquiry without removing the blindfold?  

Accordingly, there are three ways we can learn to answer such a question:  One way is to reach into the bucket and feel 

if there is water in it.  In other words, you can experience firsthand if the bucket is full or empty.  This way of learning is 

called experiencing.  It’s knowledge that we acquire by firsthand experience.  This way of acquiring knowledge is called 

experiencing.  It’s knowledge that our senses give us.�
�

� The second way of learning if the bucket has water or has none is to drop an object like a coin, into it.  If the 

object hits the bottom of the bucket with a loud or ringing sound, you know the bucket is empty.  On the other hand, if 

the object hits with a slurp or a splash, you know the bucket contains water.  This way of acquiring knowledge is called 

reasoning.  A third way to learn if the bucket contains water is to ask someone you trust.  The person could look into the 

bucket and tell you if it has water in it.  This way of learning is called believing.  It’s knowledge that we acquire by faith. 

But of the three ways of acquiring knowledge, that is, by experiencing, reasoning and believing, by which way do we 

learn most of our knowledge?  Is it by experiencing, by reasoning or by believing?  If we said believing, then you and I 

are correct.  It is because some experts estimate that we learn as much as 80 percent of our knowledge in this way.  Few 

of us travelled around the world.  The only way we know about most countries is by what others tell us.  In other words, 

we trust the people who have been there.�
�

� Today is Second Sunday of Easter.  The Second Sunday of Easter  is called the Day of the Doubting 

Thomas.  It is because every year during this Sunday, the gospel being used is about Thomas who doubts that the Lord is 

raised from the dead.  He doubts this fact.  It is because when the other apostles report to him that the Lord is risen and 

they have seen him, he said that unless he sees the mark of the nails in His hands and puts his finger into the nail marks 

and put his hands into His side, he will not believe (v. 25).  His way of acquiring knowledge is that of experiencing.  

Ours is different in acquiring religious knowledge.  It is by way of believing.  It is because most of our religious 

knowledge about Jesus comes from what the Scriptures and early Christians had said and we believe in them.  “Blessed 

are those who have not seen and have believed.”�
�

� The first reading, taken from Acts, stresses the corporal acts of mercy practiced by the early Christian 

community before the Jews and the Romans started persecuting them.  The second reading, taken from John’s first 

Letter, deals with practicing both corporal and spiritual works of mercy by obeying God’s Old Testament 

commandments and focusing on Jesus ’commandment of loving others as He loves us, with selfless, sacrificial, agape 

love.  Loving others as Jesus loves us also demands that we treat others with God’s mercy and compassion.�
�

� Today’s Gospel vividly reminds us of how Jesus instituted the Sacrament of Reconciliation, a sacrament of 

Divine Mercy.  The Risen Lord gave his apostles the power to forgive sins with the words, “Whose sins you forgive are 

forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.” (Jn 20:19�23)  Presenting the doubting Thomas’ famous 

profession of Faith, “My Lord and my God,” (Jn 20:28) the Gospel illustrates how Jesus showed Divine Mercy to the 

doubting apostle and emphasizes the importance of Faith.�

�

� We need to accept God’s invitation to celebrate and practice mercy in our Christian lives.  One way the Church 

celebrates God’s mercy throughout the year is through the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  Finding time for Adoration of 

the Blessed Sacrament is another good way to receive and give thanks for Divine Mercy but it is mainly through the 

corporal and spiritual works of mercy that we practice mercy in our daily lives and become eligible for God’s merciful 

judgment.  Let us ask God for the Faith that culminates in self�surrender to God and that leads us to serve those we 

encounter with love.  Living Faith enables us to see the risen Lord in everyone and gives us the willingness to render to 

each one our loving service.�

�

� The spiritual Fathers prescribe the following traditional means to grow in the living and dynamic faith of St. 

Thomas the Apostle:  First, we must come to know Jesus personally and intimately by our daily and meditative reading 

of the Bible.  Next, we must strengthen our Faith through our personal and community prayer.  Third, we must share in 

the Divine Life of Jesus by frequenting the Sacraments of Reconciliation and the Holy Eucharist.  St. Teresa of Calcutta 

(Mother Teresa) presents it this way: “If we pray, we will believe; if we believe, we will love; if we love, we will serve. 

Only then we put our love of God into action.”  Believing is doing.�

 

Thoughts from Father Anthony - Second Sunday of Easter � Year B 
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DIVINE MERCY �

� Saint John Paul II named the Second Sunday of 

Easter Sunday of Divine Mercy in response to Saint 

Faustina Kowalska’s Divine Mercy devotion, which of-

fered spiritual comfort to hearts worldwide.  Pope Francis 

challenges us to make the comfort that we receive a gift 

we gladly share, saying that because mercy was first 

shown to us, we are therefore called to show mercy our-

selves.  The clearest expression of merciful love, says 

Francis, is pardoning others.  He acknowledges how diffi-

cult it can be to forgive sometimes but, if we are to 

achieve peace in our hearts, pardon is the tool that has 

been put into our very fallible hands.�

� The necessary condition for living joyfully?  We 

must let go of anger, hatred, revenge and violence.  A tall 

order in a world seemingly bent on the destruction of eve-

ry peaceful impulse.  May Divine Mercy Sunday remind 

us that Jesus made mercy our life’s ideal and a criterion 

for our faith’s credibility:  “Blessed are the merciful, for 

they will be shown mercy.”  � Matthew 5:7�
�

Question of the Week:�

In what way do I notice the gift of God’s mercy�

today?  To whom do I need to extend mercy?�

With great joy we welcome Tom Robbins who was fully 

initiated into the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil 

through the reception of the Sacraments of Confirmation 

and Eucharist.  Congratulations and may God bless him!  

Many grateful thanks to our RCIA team for helping�

him to prepare to receive these sacraments.�

Thank you to our Youth Ministry for hosting the annual 

Easter Egg Hunt for our young parishioners.  Thank you 

to all who donated the eggs that the bunny distributed.�

Holy Week and Easter 2024�

BINGO � Sunday, April 14 � 1:00 to 5:00 pm�

at the cafeteria in Masontown.  Admission of $7.00�

includes lunch.  To help us plan, please use the sign�up 

sheets at the church entrances to indicate you will attend.�

During the Bingo, we will collect items for “Fixin Pets”�

a local animal shelter.  If you bring an item to donate,�

you will receive five extra tickets for the basket raffle.  

Items needed include:  dry & canned food, litter, dog�

beds or blankets, food bowls, toys, used towels/sheets.�

Monetary donations are also appreciated.  �



Never Miss a Bulletin!  Sign up to have our  weekly�

bulletin emailed to you at www.parishesonline.com�

The Practice of Stewardship�

The Christian community described in Acts understood 

and practiced total stewardship.  Saint Paul reports�

that the believers did not claim anything as their own,�

but held everything in common, and distributed�

to each whatever was needed.�
�

Thank you to the Youth Ministry of Saint Francis�

of Assisi Parish for hosting the Easter Egg Hunt�

and to all who donated the filled eggs.�
�

Thank you to all who participated in the Prayer �

Partner Exchange.  Let us always pray for each other!�
�

Thank you to all who remembered their  loved ones�

with a memorial donation toward the Easter flowers and 

decorations.  The envelopes, listing your intentions,�

will remain on the altar throughout the Easter Season.�
�

Thank you to the Decorating Committees (indoors 

and outdoors) who made our worship sites beautiful�

for the celebration of our Lord’s resurrection.�
�

Thank you to those who served � choir, lectors, altar�

servers, special ministers of the Eucharist, greeters,�

ushers, sacristans, parishioners � all who helped�

Father Anthony to celebrate beautiful Masses.�
�

Thank you to the Knights of Columbus�

for their Easter gift of $100.00 to the Church.�
�

Thank you for  your  par ticipation at the Masses and 

for your generous support of our Parish.  God bless you!�

�

Stewardship of Treasure�

Holy Thursday $1,395; Good Friday $1,614;�

Easter $15,620; children $40; weekly $3,590;�

monthly $450; loose $1,479; online $370;�

total $24,558 / Easter Flowers $3,012�

Our parish is very grateful for your generous�

support!  May the Risen Lord bless you!!�

Taken from his people, Daniel is exiled far from home�

in the powerful kingdom of Babylon.  Now this faithful 

servant must navigate his new life inside a palace filled 

with golden statues and shifting empires.  As royal�

pressures mount, Daniel is faced with a dangerous�

choice.  Will his trust in the one true God remain�

steadfast through every test of faith?  From the fiery�

furnace to the infamous den of lions, DANIEL is a�

spectacular theatrical experience for the whole family.  

Witness one of the Bible’s most hope�filled stories�

as it comes to life in this brand�new original stage�

production from Sight & Sound Theatres.�
�

Our parish will sponsor a trip to see a performance of 

DANIEL at the Sight and Sound Theatre in Lancaster�

on Tuesday, July 9.  Cost of $195 per person includes�

bus transportation, show ticket and dinner at Miller’s�

Smorgasbord.  Reservations with payment are due by 

June 1; checks are payable to Budget Charter, Inc.�

Questions?  Contact Rosemary at 724�245�8333.�

Mount Saint Macrina House of Prayer Programs�
�

Tuesday Morning Reading Series�

“Living in An Icon” April 9, 16, 23 & 30 � 10/11:30 am�

Presented by Sr. Barbara Jean, OSBM�

Offering $20 per session; Registration due April 2�

�

Icon Workshop � “Our Lady of Tenderness”�

April 26�28 � 3pm Friday until 4:00 pm Sunday�

Presented by Marylyn Barone.  Offering $350;�

commuters $325 (materials included).  Registration�

is limited to 15; reservations are due by April 19.�

Call 724�438�7149 or email: hpmsm@verizon.net�

Save the Date � 2024 Diocesan Pilgrimage�

� Mark your calendar and plan to join in a Diocese 

of Greensburg pilgrimage to the Basilica of the National 

Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, Washington, D.C. 

Saturday, September 21, led by Bishop Larry J. Kulick.  

This will be the first Diocesan pilgrimage to our magnifi-

cent National Shrine since 2006 and is sure to be a very 

holy and special experience.  Information on the itinerary, 

transportation options and cost will be announced soon.�

Saint Vincent Concert Series�

� The Saint Vincent Concert Series presents the 

IonSound Project � a concert of innovative contemporary 

chamber music for clarinet, piano and cello.  The concert 

is on Sunday, April 28, 7pm in the Saint Vincent College 

Performing Arts Center which is located in the Robert S. 

Carey Student Center.  Admission is free.�

�

Magnificat Breakfast April 27�

The Greensburg Chapter of Magnificat  � A Ministry 

to Catholic Women � will hold a breakfast on Saturday, 

April 27, 9am/Noon at Rizzo’s Banquet Hall, Crabtree.  

Guest speaker, Evelina Sluga, will discuss her spiritual�

journey back to God and the Catholic Church after�

losing her faith in middle school and beginning a self�

destructive spiral.  Cost is $25; registration deadline is 

April 18.  Register by calling Brenda at 724�836�2094 

online at MagnificatGreensburg.com�



 �

 Saturday, April 6 �� Vigil:  2
nd

 Sunday of Easter�

  4:00 pm�F � Ann Valusek (Helen Suba)�

  6:00 pm�M � Harry Adams (Colleen & Frank Ricco)�

�

 Sunday, April 7 �� 2
nd

 Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy)

  8:00 am�M � Pro Populo�

  9:30 am�F � Michael Kudra (Wife, Barbara)�

11:30 am�M � Robert Betchy (Caroline Marella)�
�

 1:00 to 3:00 pm� Confessions in Masontown�

 3:00 pm�M� Chaplet of the Divine Mercy�

 Monday, April 8 �� Annunciation of the Lord�

  8:00 am�M� No Mass�

�

 Tuesday, April 9 �� Easter Weekday�

  8:00 am�F� No Mass�

�

 Wednesday, April 10 �� Easter Weekday�

  8:00 am�M� No Mass�
    �

 Thursday, April 11 �� Saint Stanislaus�

  8:00 am�F� No Mass�

 �

 Friday, April 12 �� Easter Weekday�

   8:00 am�M� No Mass�

 �

 Saturday, April 13 �� Vigil:  3rd Sunday of Easter�

  3�3:30 pm�F� Confessions�

  4:00 pm�F � Sylvia Marie (Carrick) Fedor�Volek �
�

  5:00�5:30 pm�M� Confessions  �

  6:00 pm�M � Michael A. Zumerling (Wife, Irene/ Family)�
   �

 Sunday, April 14 �� 3rd Sunday of Easter

  8:00 am�M � Pro Populo�

  9:30 am�F � Marge Czuchan (Jim/Marie Komara)�

 11:30 am�M  � Owen & Ethel McGinity (Oppman Family)�

�

Mass Readings for the Week Ahead  �
�

  Monday:� Is 7:10�14; 8:10; Heb 10:4�10; Lk 1:26�38�

  Tuesday:� Acts 4:32�37; Jn 3:7b�15�

  Wednesday:� Acts 5:17�26; Jn 3:16�21�

  Thursday:� Acts 5:27�33; Jn 3:31�36�

  Friday:� Acts 5:34�42; Jn 6:1�15�

  Saturday:� Acts 6:1�7; Jn 6:16�21�

  Next Sunday:  Acts 3:13�19; 1 Jn 2:1�5a; Lk 24:35�48�

�

Memorial Candles burn this week in loving�

memory of or for the special intention of:�

�

† Sanctuary � All Parishioners�
�

† Blessed Mother � Thomas Pevarnik�

requested by daughter Priscilla Michalik�
�

Mike & Betty Olesh�

requested by their family�
�

† Saint Joseph � Rev. Andrew J. Charnoki�

Birthday Remembrance�

Still basking in the glory of Easter,�

today we celebrate God’s unparalleled mercy.�

Out of mercy for all of us, Jesus died on the cross, 

atoning for our sins, past, present, and future.�

Out of those whose faith is weak or doubt is strong, 

Jesus comes to reassure us of His eternal presence.�

Out of mercy for those who cannot see Him,�

Jesus blesses them in their faith.�

This Easter season, let us rejoice, for the�

risen Lord is in our midst, forever bestowing�

God’s divine mercy upon us.�

�

On Divine Mercy Sunday (April 7) the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation will be offered in Masontown�

from 1:00 to 3:00 pm and the Divine Mercy�

Chaplet will be prayed at 3:00 pm.�

Please join us!�

We find unfathomable mercy and everlasting love�

in the wounds of Christ � even when we are skeptical, 

even when we carry doubt.  God meets us there�

in the confusion.  He reaches for our hand and places 

them at His side.  We just have to call His name.�

Coffee and Donuts will be available after�

all Masses this Sunday.  Please join us!�

�

The Fifty Days from the Sunday of the Resurrection�

to Pentecost Sunday are celebrated in joy and�

exultation as one feast day, indeed as one “great�

Sunday.”  � St. Athanasius, Epistula festalis�

“Blessed are those who have not yet seen and have 

believed.”  Do you believe easily or do you some-

times doubt that God is with you?  Ask for Saint 

Thomas’ intercession as you bring your concerns to 

God.  Imagine yourself in the upper room, seeing the 

risen Jesus and receiving the peace He offers you.�
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DEARTH FUNERAL HOMEDEARTH FUNERAL HOME

New Salem, PANew Salem, PA
Clark B. Dearth               Clark B. Dearth               Since 1900

  Ben’s Auto Parts
For all your body shop supplies and mechanical needs!

107 River Avenue • Masontown, PA 15461
Phone:

724-583-8335
724-583-9656
1-800-446-8335

Fax:
724-583-7766

Email:
bensautopa
@gmail.com

SINCE
1976

Jerry’s Catering Service
“Where Our Noodle is Always Al’Dente”

Kathleen Ward Hughes, Owner
16 Legion Street, Republic, PA 15475

724-246-8889 or 724-785-3036
Like us on Facebook

JOHN S. MAYKUTH JR.
FUNERAL HOME

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

724-583-8811

 1878 McClellandtown Rd
Masontown • 724-952-1040

FREE DELIVERY
Store Hours:

M-F 9-9 Sat-Sun 9-5

compliments of

& Beechwood Courts
147 LaFayette Manor Road
Uniontown,  PA 15401

724.430.4848

 Quality Inground &
 Above Ground Pools

1564 E. Roy Furman Hwy. • Carmichaels
724-966-2040

724-966-2477

COMPLETE CARBURETOR & FUEL INJECTION SERVICE
COMPLETE BRAKE, EXHAUST & SUSPENSION SERVICE

724-439-3669
Route 40 East • Uniontown, PA 15401

EQ MUFFLER & AUTO CENTER

• Room for 600 guests allows for social distancing
• Situated on 60 picturesque acres
• Perfect for your event, big or small
400 Old Rt. 21 Rd • McClellandtown, PA 15458
Call for updates. 724-439-3111 www.lakesidevenues.com

Compliments Of
Dan

Shimshock

Compliments of

Kathleen Packroni
Tax Collector

407 N. Main St. • Masontown

Ralph’s Garage Doors
Sales • Service • Installation

Doors & Parts • Electric Openers
 (724) 966-2879 Carmichaels

Uniontown Dental Associates
7829 NATIONAL PIKE

UNIONTOWN, PA 15401
Telephone (724) 438-0241

Office Hours By Appointment

KOPEC INSURANCE AGENCY
Lud Kopec • Cristy Kopec-Frantz

 An Independent Agency Representing
 the Erie Insurance Group

211 S. Main St. • Masontown • (724) 583-2634

BRODAK BEER
724-583-2222

CARMICHAELS BEER
724-966-7777

Please Drink Responsibly.

Knights of Columbus #4261
Masontown, PA

Charity, Unity, Fraternity, Patriotism
New Members Welcome!   724-583-8210

CROSSKEYS
H u m a n  S e r v i c e s ,  I n c .
Serving the Elderly & Chronically Mentally Ill

785-6180

NEW SALEM MINI MART
Fresh made Subs and Sandwiches

724-245-7335 • 88 West Main St., New Salem
www.newsalemminimart.com

Or you can visit our store at 301 North Main Street Masontown, PA 15461

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Sue Novosel

snovosel@4LPi.com 
 (800) 477-4574 x6318

John P. Banasick - Owner
724-554-6067

www.lifetimeawnings.com

PA150270

Veteran 
Owned 

And 
Operated

Ansel’s Tire Outlet
ATO INC

For all your automotive and truck tire needs!
1708 McClellandtown Rd, McClellandtown, PA 15458

724-737-5556

Installing, Repairing & Replacing Glass in 
Homes, Business & Industry

724-439-8600 • www.FayWestGlass.com

TRI-COUNTY HVAC

Call Terry or Tyler 724-785-7171 

Sales • Service
Installations

-FREE ESTIMATES-

Fayette Heating &
Air Conditioning

2100 University Dr. • Uniontown
724-439-2323 • fayetteheatingac.com

J & J Mechanical
Residential Heating & Cooling

Your Local, Authorized Lennox Dealer

~ 724-583-2687 ~
201 North Main                   Mason Town

4 Monroe Street
Uniontown, PA 15401

724-438-5400
fayettefurnace.com

BERISH
AGENCY, INC.

Insurance - Real Estate
“Celebrating 87 Years of Service”

1937 to 2024
12 South Main St. 

Masontown, PA 15461

724-583-7767
berishagency@atlanticbb.net

The AreA’s OldesT MOnuMenT COMpAny
50 e. FAyeTTe sT., uniOnTOwn, pA 15401

438-5200

Marshall’s 
onuments

John
M. Fabry 
CFSP, CPC,

Funeral Director

Custom
Monuments
& More

Robert T. Kish - Supervisor
1 Legion Street

Republic, PA 15475
O: 724.246.9466
F: 724.246.9467

John P. Duke - Supervisor
20 N. Mill St.

New Salem, PA 15468
O: 724.245.9261
F: 724.245.2909

john.fabry@verizon.net

Terravecchia - Haky
HOME FOR FUNERALS, INC.

Family Owned & Operated
www.terravecchiahakyfh.com

 Michael K. Sauritch John S. Terravecchia
 supervisor owner/funeral director

724-583-7777 • 515 n. Main Street • Masontown, PA 15461


