
Very Rev. Anthony J. Klimko, VF�

Administrator Pro�Tem�

aklimko@dioceseofgreensburg.org�
�

Rev. Teo Cortezano�

Parochial Vicar�

tcortezano@dioceseofgreensburg.org�

�

Monday, Wednesday, Friday����8:00 am�

Saturday������������������������������6:00 pm�

Sunday��������������8:00 am & 11:30 am�
�

Confessions: Saturday 5:00�5:30 pm�

Adoration:  First & Third�

Fridays � 4:30 to 6:00 pm�

�

Tuesday & Thursday������������8:00 am�

Saturday:�����������������������������4:00 pm�

Sunday����������������������������������9:30 am�
�

Confessions:  Saturday 3:00�3:30 pm�

Adoration:  Second & Four th 

Wednesdays � 12:30 to 2:00 pm�

�

Office Hours:  Monday through 

Friday � 9:00 am to 4:00 pm�

�

Bulletin Articles:  The deadline�

for placing articles in the bulletin�

is Monday at Noon.�

�

New Parishioners, Welcome!�

Please register as soon as possible.  �

�

Communion to the Homebound is 

provided on a regular basis.  Call the 

Parish Office to be added to our list.�

�

Sacrament of Baptism:  By 

appointment.  Prior to your baby’s 

Baptism, you must be a registered, 

practicing member of this parish.�

�

Sacrament of Marriage:  Requires 

parish membership by at least one of 

the parties for six months prior to 

making arrangements for marriage.  

Weddings should be scheduled�

one year in advance.�

�

Prayer Chain:  To request prayer , 

please call Patty 724�245�9746�

or Valeria 724�583�9460�

� September 1, 2024�

�

R O M A N  C A T H O L I C  P A R I S H �

�
�

101 West Church Avenue, Masontown, Pennsylvania  15461�
�

Phone:  724�583�7866�
�

email:  sfoafayette@dioceseofgreensburg.org�
�

Website:  www.sfoafayette.org�

�

�

Saint Francis of Assisi�

of Western Fayette County�

A Parish of the Diocese of Greensburg�

A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust�
�

Bishop Larry J. Kulick, J.C.L.�



�

�

� As we move on after four Sundays on the “Bread of Life discourse” of our 

Lord Jesus, He proclaimed that He is the bread that came down from heaven and 

whoever believes in Him will have eternal life.  The focus of His discourse is to 

reveal who He is and challenge all of us to have a firm faith in Him if we want to 

gain eternal life.  This Sunday shifts His teaching from His revelation of who He is 

to understanding the innermost of our being which is our heart.�

�

� We will find in the Gospel reading today the criticism of the Pharisees and 

the scribes against Jesus and His disciples about the lack of observance of the ritual purity laws.  The 

discussion starts with something ordinary:  the Pharisees notice some of Jesus’ disciples eat their meals with 

unwashed hands.  So the Pharisees asked Jesus, “Why do your disciples not follow the tradition of the elders.” 

This remark exemplifies the adherence of Jews to follow the existing traditions or laws.  To this, Jesus 

responds with a counter�challenge inviting His critics to look deeply into their hearts and see if they 

themselves have not rendered the Law “impure” by their misguided reinterpretation of it.  Jesus cited Prophet 

Isaiah and called them hypocrites as He said; “This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far 

from me; in vain do they worship me, teachings as doctrines human precepts”.�

�

� To understand the full context of Jesus’ response, there is a need for us to read the continuation of this 

part of the Gospel of Mark.  In Mk 7:9�13, it says:  He went on to say, “How well you have set aside the 

commandment of God in order to uphold your tradition!  For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your 

mother,’ and ‘whoever curses father or mother shall die.’  Yet if you say, ‘ If a person says to father or mother, 

“Any support you might have had from me is qorban” (meaning, dedicated to God), you allow him to do 

nothing more for his father or mother.  You nullify the word of God in favor of your tradition that you have 

handed on and you do so many such things.”  In these verses, Jesus criticizes the Pharisees’ reinterpretation of 

the law which leads to the withholding of assistance to the elderly parents, a brazen violation of the fourth 

commandment to honor one’s parents.  Jesus continued on the rest of the Gospel destroying the insinuation of 

the Pharisees that impurities come from not observing the laws or tradition but came from within ourselves, 

the innermost of our whole being, our hearts.�

�

� Today, Jesus is teaching us that external factors do not lead us to commit sin but it is the motive of 

one’s heart that leads us to commit sin.  To give a concrete example; if one sees a beautiful woman or a 

handsome man that is not his/her husband or wife, one does not commit sin by just appreciating the beauty of 

the woman or the handsomeness of the man, but when one entertains a motive of sexual desire for that 

beautiful woman or that handsome man who is not their husband or wife, then one commits a sin.�

�

� Let us all be reminded of this teaching of our Lord and always keep it in our hearts as we look forward 

to a better spiritual life.  He said; “From within people, from their hearts, come evil thoughts, unchastity, 

theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, licentiousness, envy, blasphemy, arrogance, folly.  All these 

evils come from within and they defile.”�

Fr. Teo’s reflection is based on today’s Gospel, Mk 7:1�8, 14�15, 21�23�

�

 

Twenty�second Sunday in Ordinary Time � Year B 

Prayer for Labor Day�

Dear Lord, Bless and protect the men and women whose hard work provides food�

and shelter to them and their families, services to our communities, and care to our world.�

Be with them as they work, but also as they rest and recreate in Your care.  Amen.�



� � �

�

�

�

You disregard God’s commandment but�

cling to human traditions.  (Mark 7:1�23)� �

�

� Tradition is long memory set 

not in stone but in human interaction.  

Without this active memory, the bonds 

of relationship and affection fray and 

fall apart; communities dissolve as 

surely as neglected buildings.�

� After participating in events and celebrations, we 

often remark about how good it is to gather and remem-

ber.  Today’s readings remind us of foundations laid 

deeper than the human heart can recall.  We learn about 

God’s will to relate to us, to be our God, as we are called 

to be God’s own beloved people.  Today, in three read-

ings and three ways, we remember the covenant bonds 

that constitute us as a people and the obligations and re-

sponsibilities that express the innermost attitudes of the 

soul.  “You are mine.  I am yours.”  These are God’s 

words that created a people just as surely as “Let there be 

light” created the sun and moon and stars.�

�

The regular KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS meeting takes 

place at 11:00 am on Tuesday, September 10, in the�

Masontown cafeteria.  New member are welcome!�

�

CHOIR REHEARSAL r esumes at  6:00 pm �

on Wednesday, September 18, in Masontown.�

Rehearsals will alternate on Wednesday or�

Thursday evenings between worship sites.�
�

Upcoming events for the choir include:�

All Souls Day Mass with Bishop Kulick in Footedale;�

Funeral Home Christmas Memorial Service December 1�

in Masontown, and Lessons and Carols December 22�

in Footedale, as well as the Christmas Masses.�
�

The main requirement for joining the choir is a pleasant 

singing voice to blend with the group and the desire to 

praise God in song.  Even if you’ve never participated�

in a singing group in church, school or the community, 

please prayerfully consider whether the Holy Spirit�

may be calling you to join this Ministry.�
�

For more information, please contact Eric at�

eblanda@dioceseofgreensburg.org�

�

BINGO & CASH BASH � Sunday, September 15,�

at the social hall in Footedale.  Doors open at Noon;�

regular games 2pm; 20 games at $100; letter T at $250; 

outside edge at $750; 12 Cash Bash drawings at $200 

each; grand prize $1200 plus $300 if present.�

Only 333 tickets sold.  Donation of $40 includes�

2 packages (extra packages $5 each); free food and�

refreshments.  No admittance without a ticket.�

Tickets will be available at the Parish Office�

Monday through Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm�

Proceeds benefit Saint Francis of Assisi Parish.�

�

CHRISTIAN MOTHERS�

Mass & Breakfast � Saturday, September 7�

Mass at 9:00 am in Footedale followed by breakfast 

at the Hartley Inn in Carmichaels at 10:30 am.�

COFFEE and DONUTS will be�

available after all Masses next�

Sunday, September 8.  Please join us!�

�

The Practice of Stewardship�

“Every worthwhile gift, every genuine benefit, 

comes from above,” says Saint James in the second 

reading; but, he reminds us, true worship of God�

involves using those good gifts to benefit the less 

fortunate.  Good stewardship is not optional;�

it is the hallmark of our faith!  See James 1:17�

�

Stewardship of Treasure�

August 25:  $6,080; monthly $589; loose $535;�

online $445 totaling $7,649�

Catholic University/Diocesan Schools $594�
�

Our parish is grateful for your support!�

�

Interested in Becoming Catholic?�

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the 

process by which one becomes a member of our Catholic 

faith.  The Inquiry Stage, which begins on Thursday,�

September 12, is a time for  searching, questioning,�

discussing and reflecting.  The Rite is designed for:�

those who have never been baptized; those who have�

no Church to call their own; Catholics who have been 

baptized but have not received Confirmation of Eucharist; 

those who would like to come into full communion�

with the Catholic Church; Catholics who have strayed 

from their faith but would now like to be reconnected.�

If you or someone you know is interested,�

please contact the Parish Office � 724�583�7866. �

sfoafayette@dioceseofgreensburg.org�



�

LABOR DAY FESTIVAL �

on the parish grounds in Masontown this weekend � Saturday and Sunday!�
�

There are many things for everyone to enjoy at the Festival.  We invite everyone to come out and have�

a good time.  Enjoy the delicious food, great live entertainment and the many games and attractions.�
�

The Festival begins Saturday with an Outdoor POLKA MASS ♫ at 4:00 pm;�

Festival activities begin at 5:00 pm; Saturday’s live entertainment features�

the Shelly McCombie Duo from 6:30 to 9:30 pm�
�

On Sunday, the Festival begins at 5:00 pm.  Live musical entertainment on Sunday features�

The Vibrations Band from 5:30 to 9:30 pm.  Please  join us!!! �

�

The 90
th

 Annual Pilgrimage in honor of Our Lady�

of Perpetual Help takes place this weekend at Mount�

St. Macrina and features religious services & activities, 

reconciliation, education/enrichment sessions, counseling 

& bereavement, religious gifts, ethnic crafts & food.�

�

Heritage Festival � Saturday, September 7, at Saint 

Hubert Church, Point Marion.  The Festival begins with�

a Polka Mass at 4:00 pm with music by The Vibrations 

and continues until 9:00 pm.  Join us for a day of�

fellowship, raffles, knife & scissor sharpening, children’s 

games, craft store, bake sale, good food and dancing�

to the music of The Vibrations.  All are welcome!!�

�

The Masontown Community Kitchen will be open on 

Tuesday, September 10, 4:00/5:30 pm.  Please come and 

share the food and Christian fellowship at First Presbyter-

ian Church in Masontown.  Meals are free but donations 

are gladly accepted and used for future dinners.  The staff 

is in urgent need of new bakers and cooks.  For more�

information or to volunteer, please call 724�583�9514.�

�

35th Annual Rosary Walk � Sunday, September 15�

beginning in the Garden of Prayer at St. George Church, 

Uniontown, at 2:00 pm.  The intention of this walk will 

be “In Glory and Honor of Mary, the Mother of God.”�

�

Ethnic Food Festival hosted by Holy Transfiguration 

Orthodox Church at the McClellandtown Fire Hall�

from Noon to 5pm on Sunday, September 15, featuring�

Cabbage Rolls, Pierogi, Haluski, Kielbasi, Chicken, 

Homemade Soups, Homemade Baked Goods and more.  

There will be Basket Raffles throughout the day and�

entertainment by DJ Dusty Joe.  Dine in or take out. �

�

Diocesan Pilgrimage to the National Shrine�

Registration is now open for the Diocesan pilgrimage�

to the magnificent Basilica of the National Shrine of the 

Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC on Saturday, 

September 21, led by Bishop Kulick.  Parish groups 

and individual parishioners are encouraged to participate 

in what promises to be a very special experience.�

For information and registration, please visit 

www.DioceseofGreensburg.org and click on Events.�

�

Faith Formation begins�

Sunday, September 22.�
�

Faith Formation begins with four�year olds (Pre�K) and 

continues through the eighth grade Confirmation Class.�
�

The Sacrament of First Eucharist is received in the second 

grade; however, students must have completed one year 

of preparation (Faith Formation or Catholic School)�

prior to being admitted to the First Eucharist Class.�
�

The Sacrament of Confirmation is received in the�

eighth grade; however, students must have completed�

the Seventh Grade Confirmation Preparation Class�

(Faith Formation or Catholic School) prior to�

being admitted to the Confirmation Class.�
�

If this requirement is not met, the student will be placed 

in the first grade or seventh grade preparatory class before 

being admitted to the corresponding Sacramental Class.�
�

Classes take place each Sunday from 10:30�

to 11:45 am at the Footedale Worship Site�
�

New this year is the ability to attend any Faith Formation 

program within our region if this time does not work.�

Grades K�5: Tuesdays 6:15/7:30 pm at St. Mary Nativity 

Parish Center; Grades K�8: Sunday mornings 10/11:30 

am at SS Cyril & Methodius Annunciation Center.�

Indicate on the registration form the site that your child 

will be attending; return the form to the Parish Office.�

�

We welcome Regional Faith Formation Director, Theresa 

Mazur.  Theresa will be available at the Par ish Office 

in Masontown Wednesday mornings 9:30 am to 12 pm.�
�

Our Faith Formation Program seeks individuals interested 

in being substitute or classroom assistants.  Questions?�

 Contact kstavish@dioceseofgreensburg.org�
�

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a program for�

children age 3�6 that revolves around the Parable of the 

Good Shepherd.  The child enters the mystery of the�

Eucharist by first learning the names of the articles used 

on the altar then the gestures (preparing the chalice, etc.)�

Through this experience, the Mass emerges.  Our Region 

is interested in offering this program and needs catechists 

to be trained for this program.  If interested, please�

contact Theresa at TMazur@dioceseofgreensburg.org�



Mass Readings for the Week Ahead  �
�

  Monday:� 1 Cor 2:1�5; Lk 4:16�30�

  Tuesday:� 1 Cor 2:10�16; Lk 4:31�37�

  Wednesday:� 1 Cor 3:1�9; Lk 4:31�37�

  Thursday:� 1 Cor 3:18�23; Lk 5:1�11�

  Friday:� 1 Cor 4:1�5; Lk 5:33�39�

  Saturday:� 1 Cor 4:6�15; Lk 6:1�5�

  Next Sunday:  Is 35:4�7; Jas 2:1�5; Mk 7:31�37�

�

Memorial Candles burn this week in loving�

memory of or for the special intention of:�

�

† Sanctuary � Saint Francis of Assisi Parish�
�

† Blessed Mother � Amelia Frantz�

requested by Grandparents�
�

Barbara Berdar�

requested by Stephanie Liptock�
�

† Saint Joseph � Carol Ann Brown�

requested by Linda Rohol�
�

† Sacred Heart � Augustine Aello Sr.�

requested by wife, Edith; children, grandchildren�
�

On this Labor Day weekend, when we recognize all 

those who work � in whatever way they can � to�

provide for their families, their communities, and 

this nation, we also celebrate the World Day of�

Prayer for the Care of Creation, praying that together 

we can work to ensure that the world God made can 

be enjoyed by future generations for centuries to 

come.  Let us praise God for this wonderful�

world and the opportunity to work in it.�

Eucharistic Adoration�

Friday, September 6, in Masontown�

4:30�5:00 pm:  Adoration & Confessions�

5:00�5:45 pm:  Divine Mercy Chaplet�

5:45�6:00 pm:  Benediction�

 �

 Saturday, August 31 � Vigil: 22
nd

 Sunday Ordinary Time�

  * 4:00 pm�M � Outdoor Polka Mass � Pro Populo�

  * 6:00 pm�F� Bill Rostich (Nadia & Joe Novotny)� �

�

 Sunday, September 1 �� 22
nd

 Sunday in Ordinary Time

  8:00 am�M � Joseph P. Matyus (D/M Santella)�

  9:30 am�F � Louise Drzazgowski (Daughters)�

11:30 am�M� Amelia Frantz (Grandparents)�

 Monday, September 2 �� Weekday (Labor Day)�

  8:00 am�M� Joseph Zawelensky (Dtrs., Sue & Nancy)�

�

 Tuesday, September 3 �� Saint Gregory the Great�

  8:00 am�F� Dolores Kovach (Family)�

�

 Wednesday, September 4 �� Weekday�

  8:00 am�M� Michael Shine (Jim & Nancy Fahey)�

    �

 Thursday, September 5 �� Weekday�

  8:00 am�F� Gregory Martinko (David/Georgette Molnar)�

 �

 Friday, September 6 �� Weekday�

   8:00 am�M� Donna Parish (JoAnn Coppolino)�

  4:30�6:00 pm�M� Adoration & Confession�

 �

 Saturday, September 7 � Vigil: 23
rd

 Sunday Ordinary Time�

   9:00 am�F� Christian Mothers Mass / Breakfast�

 3�3:30 pm�F� Confessions� �

  4:00 pm�F � Victor “Terry” Pollick (Children)�
�

  5:00�5:30 pm�M� Confessions  �

  6:00 pm�M � Griffith/Adams Family (Family)�

   �

 Sunday, September 8 �� 23
rd

 Sunday in Ordinary Time

  8:00 am�M � Deceased Mazurik Family (Rick/Nancy)�

  9:30 am�F � Louis & Angela Pikulski (Walter Smith)�

 11:30 am�M  � Pro Populo�

� �

�

The workers are the saviors of society, 

the redeemers of the race.  � Eugene V. Debs�
�

Monday is Labor Day, a day to remember that our work 

forms a bond and a channel of mutual service and charity 

between the members of the human family; that by our 

labor, we can share in the work of perfecting God’s crea-

tion.  Over the course of our lives, we spend more time 

working than we do at any other activity.  May good 

Saint Joseph, patron of workers, bless all who labor for 

the good of humanity and for the honor of God.�
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DEARTH FUNERAL HOMEDEARTH FUNERAL HOME

New Salem, PANew Salem, PA
Clark B. Dearth               Clark B. Dearth               Since 1900

  Ben’s Auto Parts
For all your body shop supplies and mechanical needs!

107 River Avenue • Masontown, PA 15461
Phone:

724-583-8335
724-583-9656
1-800-446-8335

Fax:
724-583-7766

Email:
bensautopa
@gmail.com

SINCE
1976

Jerry’s Catering Service
“Where Our Noodle is Always Al’Dente”

Kathleen Ward Hughes, Owner
16 Legion Street, Republic, PA 15475

724-246-8889 or 724-785-3036
Like us on Facebook

JOHN S. MAYKUTH JR.
FUNERAL HOME

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

724-583-8811

 1878 McClellandtown Rd
Masontown • 724-952-1040

FREE DELIVERY
Store Hours:

M-F 9-9 Sat-Sun 9-5

compliments of

& Beechwood Courts
147 LaFayette Manor Road
Uniontown,  PA 15401

724.430.4848

	 Quality Inground &
	 Above Ground Pools

1564 E. Roy Furman Hwy. • Carmichaels
724-966-2040

724-966-2477

COMPLETE CARBURETOR & FUEL INJECTION SERVICE
COMPLETE BRAKE, EXHAUST & SUSPENSION SERVICE

724-439-3669
Route 40 East • Uniontown, PA 15401

EQ MUFFLER & AUTO CENTER

• Room for 600 guests allows for social distancing
• Situated on 60 picturesque acres
• Perfect for your event, big or small
400 Old Rt. 21 Rd • McClellandtown, PA 15458
Call for updates. 724-439-3111 www.lakesidevenues.com

Compliments Of
Dan

Shimshock

Compliments of

Kathleen Packroni
Tax Collector

407 N. Main St. • Masontown

Ralph’s Garage Doors
Sales • Service • Installation

Doors & Parts • Electric Openers
	 (724) 966-2879	 Carmichaels

Uniontown Dental Associates
7829 NATIONAL PIKE

UNIONTOWN, PA 15401
Telephone (724) 438-0241

Office Hours By Appointment

KOPEC INSURANCE AGENCY
Lud Kopec • Cristy Kopec-Frantz

	 An Independent Agency Representing
	 the Erie Insurance Group

211 S. Main St. • Masontown • (724) 583-2634

BRODAK BEER
724-583-2222

CARMICHAELS BEER
724-966-7777

Please Drink Responsibly.

Knights of Columbus #4261
Masontown, PA

Charity, Unity, Fraternity, Patriotism
New Members Welcome!   724-583-8210

CROSSKEYS
H u m a n  S e r v i c e s ,  I n c .
Serving the Elderly & Chronically Mentally Ill

785-6180

NEW SALEM MINI MART
Fresh made Subs and Sandwiches

724-245-7335 • 88 West Main St., New Salem
www.newsalemminimart.com

Or you can visit our store at 301 North Main Street Masontown, PA 15461

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Sue Novosel

snovosel@4LPi.com 
 (800) 477-4574 x6318

John P. Banasick - Owner
724-554-6067

www.lifetimeawnings.com

PA150270

Veteran 
Owned 

And 
Operated

Ansel’s Tire Outlet
ATO INC

For all your automotive and truck tire needs!
1708 McClellandtown Rd, McClellandtown, PA 15458

724-737-5556

Installing, Repairing & Replacing Glass in 
Homes, Business & Industry

724-439-8600 • www.FayWestGlass.com

TRI-COUNTY HVAC

Call Terry or Tyler 724-785-7171 

Sales • Service
Installations

-FREE ESTIMATES-

J & J Mechanical
Residential Heating & Cooling

Your Local, Authorized Lennox Dealer

~ 724-583-2687 ~
201 North Main                   Mason Town

4 Monroe Street
Uniontown, PA 15401

724-438-5400
fayettefurnace.com

BERISH
AGENCY, INC.

Insurance
“Celebrating 87 Years of Service”

1937 to 2024
12 South Main St. 

Masontown, PA 15461

724-583-7767
berishagency@atlanticbb.net

The Area’s Oldest Monument Company
50 E. Fayette St., Uniontown, PA 15401

438-5200

Marshall’s 
onuments

Terravecchia - Haky
HOME FOR FUNERALS, INC.

Family Owned & Operated
www.terravecchiahakyfh.com

	 Michael K. Sauritch	 John S. Terravecchia
	 supervisor	 owner/funeral director

724-583-7777 • 515 N. Main Street • Masontown, PA 15461

www.pentohomecareagency.com
724-322-1683

Extraordinary Home Care
Serving Families in Greene and Fayette Counties

• Don’t know where to begin?
• Do your elderly family members need help in their daily lives?
• Call us and we’ll get your family on the right path to in-home healthcare!


