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Masses in Masontown
Monday, Wednesday, Friday .. 8:00 am
Saturday .......ccccceeveeeiiernnnnne 6:00 pm
Sunday ........... 8:00 am & 11:30 am

Confessions: Saturday 5:00-5:30 pm
Adoration: First & Third
Fridays - 4:30 to 6:00 pm

Masses in Footedale
Tuesday & Thursday.......... 8:00 am
Saturday: ........cceceeeerieniennne 4:00 pm
Sunday ......cooceeeeeeiieiiene 9:30 am

Confessions: Saturday 3:00-3:30 pm
Adoration: Second & Fourth
Wednesdays - 12:30 to 2:00 pm
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13T SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Office Hours: Monday through
Friday - 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Bulletin Articles: The deadline
for placing articles in the bulletin
is Monday at Noon.

“And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a
cloud with power and great glory.” - Lk 21:27

New Parishioners, Welcome!
Please register as soon as possible.
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First Sunday of Advent - Year C

)

On this first day of December, this first day of the season of Advent, and this first day of a new liturgical
year, we are reminded that our relationship with the Lord can always begin anew. Even as we prepare for the
coming of Jesus as an infant on Christmas night, we can also make this season an opportunity to receive
Him more deeply into our hearts and make Him more central to the way we live our lives. Let us resolve
to give Jesus a new birth in our hearts as we prepare for the celebration of His birth into the world.

ADVENT BEGINS TODAY!

Advent is a joyful anticipation of the Lord’s
second coming in glory and a glad celebration
of His first coming. Advent rekindles in us that
sense of breaking into our daily existence.
Advent is one of the most grace-filled seasons
of the year. It is a blended season, a mixture
of hope, repentance, joy; a sacred time that
encourages prayer and intensifies our longing
for the coming of Christ at Christmas.

Come, Lord Jesus!

YEAR C - Luke’s Gospel
With the first Sunday of Advent, we enter a new liturgical year - Year C. Sunday gospels in Year C are most often
from Luke. The Gospel of Luke dates from approximately 85 AD and is the longest of all the Gospels. We have
evidence that Luke was a physician, the author of the Acts of the Apostles and a colleague of Saint Paul.
Luke’s Gospel is sometimes described as universal since it appeals to Christians and non-Christians alike.

This Gospel has three major concerns: miracles, martyrdom and fulfilled prophecy. Luke stresses
action for the poor and needy and his Gospel reaches out to the outcasts of his day. God’s message

in Middle Eastern culture. Women appear more often in Luke than in any other Gospel. Prayer,
table fellowship, compassion, mercy and forgiveness are additional hallmarks of Luke’s Gospel.

The symbol of Saint Luke is the winged ox which represents sacrifice, strength and service.
This is especially appropriate because, in his Gospel, the priestly and sacrificial work of Jesus
is emphasized. The ox represents the sacrificial aspect of Jesus’ ministry and the wings
remind us that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is to travel throughout the world.

Bible Study with Father Andrew
The next Bible Study will occur on Wednesday, December 11, .
at Saints Cyril & Methodius Church (Fairchance) in Saint Helen
Hall (located beneath the sanctuary of the church) at 6:30 pm. THE BOOK OF JOSHUA
We have finished the Torah and now move into the Historical Books v -“'!‘.'-- s
of Ancient Israel. This meeting will focus on the
Book of Joshua and the Book of Judges.

If you are a newcomer, do not worry, to profit from the Bible Study,
you do not need to have attended previous Bible studies.
Hope to see you there!

Previous Bible Studies with Father Andrew can be accessed on
the Roman Catholic Churches of Southern Fayette Website,
under the Continued Education tab.
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The month of December is dedicated to the
Immaculate Conception.
Conceived without original sin, Mary became a fitting
dwelling for the incarnation of God the Son and that,
preserved from the stain of all sin, the faithful may
be cleansed through her intercession.

During December, please pray with Pope Francis
for Pilgrims of Hope. Let us pray that this Jubilee
may strengthen us in our faith, helping us to recognize

the Risen Christ in the midst of our lives,
transforming us into pilgrims of Christian hope.

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception
On Monday, December 9, we celebrate The Feast of the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Mary was free from sin from the moment of her concep-

tion. This special grace prepared her to be the mother of

God. Mary did not earn this freedom in any way, it was
simply a gift bestowed upon her by God. Chosen by God,

Mary reverses the sin of Eve and because of her obedi-

ence, God’s salvation is made known to all the nations.

Masses for this Holy Day of Obligation are:
7:00 am: St. Therese, Uniontown
8:00 am: St. Francis of Assisi, Masontown
8:30 am: St. Mary Nativity, Uniontown
9:00 am: St. John the Evangelist, Uniontown
12:00 pm: St. Francis of Assisi, Footedale
4:00 pm: St. Hubert, Point Marion
4:00 pm: St. Joseph, Uniontown
6:00 pm: St. Francis of Assisi, Masontown
6:00 pm: SS. Cyril & Methodius, Fairchance
6:00 pm: St. Therese, Uniontown

Festival of Lessons and Carols
Mark you calendar for our Fourth Festival of Lessons
and Carols on Sunday, December 22, at 4:00 pm at the
Footedale Worship Site. The Festival of Nine Lessons
and Carols is a service of worship celebrating the birth
of Jesus that is traditionally followed at Christmas.
The story of the fall of humanity, the promise of the
Messiah, and the birth of Jesus is told in nine short
Scripture readings from Genesis, the prophetic books and
the Gospels, interspersed with the singing of Christmas
carols, hymns, and choir music. The Scripture readings
will be proclaimed by the youth of our parish. Music
will be provided by the Combined Parish Choir from
both worship sites and the congregation. Come, begin
Christmas week with our annual parish tradition!

The Saint Francis of Assisi Christian Mothers
Christmas Party takes place at 6:00 pm on
Wednesday, December 11, at the social hall
in Footedale. For reservations, call Carletta
(724-570-4133). Deadline for reservations
is Sunday, December 1.

Ladies are reminded to bring their donation
for the Kenya Water Wells and also
their “Secret Paul” gift.
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Start by doing what is necessary then what is
possible. Soon you are doing the impossible.
- Saint Francis of Assisi

Communion to the Homebound
is provided on a regular basis. Please call the
Parish Office to be added to our list.

Sacrament of Baptism
By appointment. Prior to your baby’s Baptism, you must
be a registered, practicing member of this parish.

Sacrament of Marriage
Requires parish membership by at least one of the parties for
six months prior to making arrangements for marriage.

Prayer Chain
To request prayer, please call Patty 724-245-9746
or Valeria 724-583-9460

Protecting God’s Children

If you have a suspicion about sexual or other abuse of a
minor child by anyone, contact PA Childline immediately at

1-800-932-0313. If the alleged abuser functions in any
parish, school, or diocesan position, either paid or volunteer,

also contact the Bishop’s Delegate for Matters of Sexual

Misconduct at 724-837-0901, ext. #1221,
after making the Childline report.




CROSSROADS: Youth Ministry Kickoff

Do you know enough about your faith? In
today’s world of consumerism and social media, it can
be challenging to defend and live out our Catholic
faith, especially for adolescents and young adults.
High School is a challenging time where God’s pres-
ence can feel distant and His path for our lives can
seem uncertain.

We are inviting all youth, grades 9-12 to join
us for the kickoff of our series “Crossroads.” In this
series we will discuss what we believe and why we
should believe it in light of truth, morality, and beauty.
This series will provide answers to pressing moral di-
lemmas that Catholic Youth face in the world today.
Beyond answers, this group will provide a community
of support for young Catholics, who are earnestly
seeking God’s will in our secular culture.

Our first meeting will be December 8, at 6pm
in the Saint Therese Parish Center. Please join us as
we begin this important ministry with an evening of
Pop Culture and Catholic Trivia. See you there!

The Practice of Stewardship
“Be on guard,” Jesus warns in today’s Gospel,
“lest your spirits become bloated with indulgence.”
Let us heed His warning and follow the advice of Saint
Paul, conducting ourselves in a way pleasing to God,
overflowing with love for one another. - See Luke 21:34

Thank you for a gift to Saint Francis of Assisi
Parish given in memory of A ugustine Aello, Sr.
by his wife Edith, children and grandchildren
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Christmas of Remembrance Ceremony
5:00 pm Sunday, December 1, at the John S.
Maykuth Jr. Funeral Home for the families who lost
loved ones during the past year. This ceremony is
dedicated to help alleviate the pain experienced
during the holidays after such a loss. Join John &
Susie in sharing the memory of our loved ones and
the comfort and peace of the Christmas season.

A Christmas Holiday Concert XII
Celebrate the season with the V.F.W. Post 8543 Band
of Uniontown on Sunday, December 1, from 3:00 pm

to 5:00 pm (with intermission). Doors open at 2:30 pm
at the State Theatre for the Arts. Donations of non-
perishable food items, and new, unwrapped toys,
will be accepted. All are welcome!

Light Up Night - Saturday, December 7, 6:00 pm
at the corner lot of Main & Mill Street in New Salem.
New Salem Neighborhood Watch invites all to come join
them for the annual light up night. Activities begin with
the arrival of Santa at 6pm, the lighting of the tree, and
photos with Santa. Following the festivities at the tree,
join us at The Meeting Place for refreshments, a talk with
and a small gift from Santa, face painting, wonderful
world of balloons, plus a chance to win baskets and more.
Donations for the local food bank are greatly appreciated.

St Ignatius Parish, Bobtown, will celebrate its Golden
Jubilee with a Polka Mass, Dinner and Music on Sunday,
December 8. Mass at 11:30 am is followed by dinner
at 12:30 and musical entertainment until 4:00 pm. Music
will be provided by “The Vibrations.” Tickets for the
dinner buffet are $20 and must be purchased by Decem-
ber 1. Call 724-839-7145 for tickets and information.

Christmas Bake Sale
Holy Transfiguration Orthodox Church is taking orders
for Holiday Rolls ($12) and Cheesecakes ($12) now
until December 10. Call or text 724-880-2206 to place
your order. Pick up on December 19 from 12 to Spm.

Holiday Rolls include: walnut, cranberry walnut,
poppy, poppy raisin, apricot, raspberry, raspberry
cream, blueberry, blueberry cream, pumpkin cream,
cinnamon roll, cottage cheese and lemon.
Cheesecake choices include: plain, raspberry,
cherry, smores, cinnamon roll, blackberry turtle,
pumpkin, blueberry, cranberry orange, caramel apple,
sea salt caramel, pineapple upside down.

WIGILIA DINNER - Friday, December 20, 6:00 pm
Uniontown Polish Club, 229 S. Mt Vernon Ave.
Door prizes, basket auctions, 50/50. All are invited.
For information/reservations, call Barb at 724-438-1036.
Reservation deadline is Sunday, December 14.



Ma3ass Intentions

Saturday, November 30 -- Vigil: First Sunday of Advent
4:00 pm-F Bernadette Adams (Mark/Jessica Adams)
6:00 pm-M Alverda Krofcheck (Edward Kopec)

Sunday, December 1 -- First Sunday of Advent

8:00 am-M Pro Populo
9:30 am-F Beatrice Dunlevy (Mary Low/Charles Taylor)
11:30 am-M Don Beck (Elaine & Bill Hruska)

Monday, December 2 -- Advent Weekday
8:00 am-M Frances Oravets (Dtr., Christal Oravets)

Tuesday, December 3 -- Saint Francis Xavier
8:00 am-F Patricia Ceschin (Edward/Marie Tovo)

Wednesday, December 4 -- Saint John Damascene
8:00 am-M Marie Zawelensky (Dtrs Sue & Nancy)

Thursday, December S -- Advent Weekday
8:00 am-F Joe Mohar & Mike Bernot (Family)

Friday, December 6 -- Saint Nicholas
8:00 am-M Andy Spirnak (Wife & Son)
4:30-6:00pm-M  Adoration/Confession/Benediction

Saturday, December 7 -- Vigil: Second Sunday of Advent
3-3:30 pm-F Confessions

4:00 pm-F Joseph & Stella Borytsky (Dir Constance/Fam)
5:00-5:30 pm-M  Confessions

6:00 pm-M Special Intention of Jumbo Stoffa

Sunday, December 8 -- Second Sunday of Advent

8:00 am-M Sam Bartoni (Denise/Rick Bobincheck)

9:30 am-F Brenda J. Otto (Son. Louis & Otto Family)

11:30 am-M Paul Cassidy (Bonnie, Charlene, Jennifer)
Mass Readings for the Week Ahead

Monday: Is 2:1-5; Mt 8:5-11

Tuesday: Is 11:1-10; Lk 10:21-24

Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Mt 15:29-37

Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Mt 7:21-27

Friday: Is 29:17-24; Mt 9:27-31

Saturday: Is 30:19-26; Mt 9:35-10:1-8

Next Sunday: Bar 5:1-9; Phil 1:4-11; Lk 3:1-6

Today we light the first candle on our
Advent wreath. It is the “Prophecy
Candle” which represents Hope and

announces the waiting period that
anticipates Christmas and honors those
who first spoke the promise of the
Christ Child. Their words sparked
hope in the hearts of the faithful.

In those days, in that time,
I will raise up for David

a just shoot;

he shall do what is right

and just in the land.

- Jeremiah 33:15

As this new liturgical year unfolds, today’s readings are
most appropriate, for they root us in what it means to live
authentically as Christians. The Gospel, with its frighten-
ing predictions of the end times, invites the hearer to “be

vigilant at all times.” This kind of vigilance is not at all

passive for the Christian; instead, it is a kind of active
waiting. What should we be doing while we are waiting
for the coming of the Lord? The second reading gives us
the answer: “abound in love for one another and for all.”
Today is all about promises made and fulfilled. May this
Advent season root us all firmly in a stance of active
waiting for the Lord who brings justice and peace.

Jesus tells us to “be vigilant at all times.”
Advent is a time of watchfulness. Things are moving
and shifting and changing - in our souls, in heaven,
on earth. It’s a time of great consequence. Great
trial. Great hope. So, look to Jesus. He is coming.

Memorial Candles burn this week in loving
memory of or for the special intention of:

T Sanctuary - Frances (Krofcheck) Oravets
requested by daughter Christal Oravets

T Blessed Mother - John & Betty Reagan
requested by Rosemary Reagan
Alverda Krofcheck
requested by Lud & Terrie Kopec
T Saint Joseph - Joseph Stoffa
requested by his family
t Saint Anthony - Birthday Remembrance
for Alfreda Kopec
requested by her family
t Sacred Heart - Birthday Remembrance
for Joe Mohar & Mike Bernot
requested by their family

Andrew & Carol Mihallik
requested by the Mihallik Family
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